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Introduction
The prevailing point of view describing American democracy, as a de-

mocracy without citizens, has a theoretical and practical elegance and 
validity, and in this regard, the media is supposed to provide material for 
understanding political and public domain space in order to allow citizens 
and all actors to influence political decision-making, power and gover-
nance. It is therefore an essential tool and part of building active and po-
sitive individual and societal awareness. The media’s profession, when it 
does not respect its ethics and professional principles, distorts the reality 
and creates a reality that is controlled by beneficiaries and those who are 
more powerful.

Nowadays, interests Lobbies exercise a negative dominating role over 
media and creating public opinion. The later seems falsified and fake 
if measured by the influence of money, authority and power while the 
people’s will is usually ignored and cornered during periodical elections.  

If we also considered the fact that stable democracies are facing similar 
crises and getting results that contradict with their historical ideals, this 
problem gets even more complicated when it comes to democratic transi-
tional periods. The term itself refers to the concept’s complicated reality. 

And while democracy requires institutions and structures that are in line 
with the community’s depth that accepts them in the first place, institu-
tions and structures go through a period of building and a total revisuali-
zation during democratic transitional periods.

It also means that also the transition coincided with a deep societal 
transformation that seeks to rebuild its political presence. This fact does 
not ignore addressing economic and social demands that are usually the 
reason behind revolutions and uprisings which affect the combination of 
power and ancient form of society.

During this process, the role of transferring of information becomes a 
serious bet on the building the strength of acting, will and freedom, i.e. 
those principles and basics which democracy seeks to preserve. Informa-
tion is defined as the tool of the mind and its frame; it is therefore the tool 
for shaping reality and building it. But the question arises when the for-
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mation of reality process becomes the cause of falsifying and distorting 
it in a way that contradicts with people’s awareness and will. The writer 
of these lines believes that the democratic bet of modern society is to 
preserve reality when trying to deliver it to citizens1 so they can have the 
capability to understand it as it is and take a free and rational stance re-
garding it. On this basis, the open society’s will becomes of great value 
and effect on the institutionalization of the political domain as one of its 
essential inputs and eventually a value and effect on outputs 

Media has played an essential role during the post-revolutions periods 
in Egypt, Tunisia and Libya. And if it is part of change and its process, it 
is related to the long history of states and peoples, including pre-revolu-
tions periods.

Therefore, sociology of bodies and ideas was not absent from the re-
search paper provided by Reem ben Rajab. The paper access deeply the 
grounds of discrimination and hatred prevalent in the media, leading to 
the prior shaped opinions and attitudes related to gender, clothing and 
individual will.  The presence of “intellectuals” and “artists” with their 
ideals represent only a reflection for the community and what prevails 
in it. The writer highlighted how the media has become a producer and 
a reproducer for ideas and behaviors prevailing instead of getting rid of 
discrimination and hatred grounds.

The media can be part of public policy making; it is supposed to be 
an independent force capable of creating and launching that will later 
become an agenda for the Authority2, it is possible to determine me-
dia institution’s independence whether through its “ownership” and its 
relationship in a certain phase to the existing authority, as indicated by 
Walid Al-Majri in his research which is entitled “Tunisian Media: From the 
Authority of the System to the Authority of Ideology and Money.” The 
authority for so long has been structuring media to guarantee its inputs 
and outputs whether through money, , administrative decisions, or direct 
repression, in light of a dominant fear within a complete “dominated eco-
nomy” that dominated political life for decades.

There was a complicated network of relationships between the domi-
nating systems of media, authority branches whether partisan or admi-
nistrative, with a generalized atmosphere of consuming ideals to certain 
categories that benefit from the existing situation directly or indirectly 

The alternative media was available abroad or very limited within bor-
ders. Despite the opening up of political space in Tunisia, it did not deve-
lop enough to provide an alternative media content that support demo-
cracy instead of authoritarianism

1- Roger Bautier,” information politics, as metaphysics”,communication questions , 5 | 2004, 169-184.    

2- Jaques de Maillard, Analyzing public politics, Grenoble University journal, Paris, 2009, p22.
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The alternative media experience remained focused on less stable tools 
than institutions, despite benefiting from the digital content and the means 
of social communication and its relation to civil and local community orga-
nizations

Perhaps at some point, it was part of the general movement, but it ended 
with the end of its success reasons.

The two articles combined to address the situation in Tunisia, to confirm 
that part of the historical dominance still exists, especially by referring to the 
money and interest lobbies or social dominance, a dominance that reposi-
tioned itself in new authoritarian engineering. The Tunisian constitution set 
the rules for an expanded political game based on human rights principles, 
with the aim of advancing the democratic transition further. However, the 
real situation proves its failure in several levels and its fragility, and one of 
its causes is exploiting media through new owners and acquisitions that 
was a bridge for narrow political interests and employing its ability to in-
fluence and shape public opinion for narrow goals and interests. 

If society is in the process of questioning its political existence, which 
started since 2011, the constitutional and legal framework was one of its im-
portant engines, but the reality proved that the transition from awareness to 
achieving goals goes through a complicated process which combine wills 
starting from forming an enlarged community till arriving to political power, 
and in the middle of all that the complicated reality, changing present and 
future which we are witnessing.

Given the absence of a clear, stable vision and public policy capable of 
achieving the democratic goal (in its full constitutional and legal expres-
sion), the latter’s tools, and the media is one of them, can become a domi-
nant power. Hence, this is the content of the journalist Walid Al-Majri’s ar-
ticle on the media’s transition from domination of one authority to another.

The instability of the political scene has caused the exploitation of media 
in issues of political conflict in Tunisia, which is reflected in media work 
during the electoral period, for example. In the same direction, the interview 
conducted by Karim Yahya with Libyan journalist Ahmed Al-Fituri, proved 
that mere words are not expressive but rather become screaming. And 
thus, the media scene in Libya was not excluded from this harsh descrip-
tion which he considered as an under developed field. And Bakr Al-Byzanti, 
in his article entitled “Media stereotypes in Libya ... discussion on the ne-
gative diversity structure of media in Libya,” stressed this dimension when 
he demonstrated that the path of forming media discourse depends on di-
visions on the ground. It is military and financial strength that determine 
the ideas promoted in the media. As long as the forces in the struggle are 
nihilistic, it results in nothing but a similar discourse, reinforced in its at-
mosphere by hate speech and discrimination. However, the opposite path 
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also proved its existence, as the media created problems that did not exist 
or were huge, which would have passed without attracting the attention 
of society.  The media operates negatively in a level to waste the symbolic 
thinking about democratic transition in Libya and human rights, unless it 
retrieves its unified national voice.

Karem Yahya reviewed the “dialectic of media and democracy” through 
a “comparative overview of the traditional means in Egypt, Tunisia and Li-
bya since 2011,” but he did not forget to dig deep in the history of silence 
in Egypt. Karem Yahya referred to the contributions of the human rights 
movement to review attempts to emphasize what he called the “interac-
tive link” between a free and professional press and building a democra-
tic state. Every scrutiny of the democratic transition and human rights 
emerging process requires tracking societal awareness of all its elite, such 
as youth initiating coverage of public affairs via social media, in order to 
contribute to providing objective conditions for democracy.

DAAM’s sixth periodical raises thoughts about several questions inclu-
ding:

- The media profession in our societies: is a kind of journalistic repositio-
ning in community asking for recognition and self-esteem. This leads us to 
question the legal conditions of journalists, with the prevalence of fragile 
employment of media, their difficult working conditions and their facing of 
daily violence. As for these levels lead to the destabilization of the leading 
role of media in our societies, including creating capable journalists who 
can  defend society issues, especially as they are often threatened.

- Media in society: This sector is intertwined with all levels of physical 
and moral social existence. The matter developed with the emergence of 
modern technological means that expanded and diversified the means of 
transferring information. What strategy for the Arab countries and our so-
cieties that could face these transformations?

- Media during the transition period: the latter’s definition is mixed and 
complicated, is description of the transition is as mentioned above, and 
how do you ensure media’s ethical and professional standards and hu-
man rights during transition towards democracy? What is the relationship 
of media’s neutrality and impartiality with the peoples’ public interest and 
their wish to settle for democracy and respect for human beings?

DAAM Center thinks about humans within our related fields to achieve 
democracy and human rights.

We wish you an enjoyable reading experience.
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Editorial
The free and 
independent media is 
a fundamental pillar 
of democracy
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Public opinion is often cited in 
conjunction with the term “me-
dia”, the reason for that is the 
media’s -whether traditional, di-
gital or else-  influential role in 
shaping public opinion trends, 
this also occurs taking into ac-
count the relationship of autho-
rity with media on one hand and 
its relationship with public opi-
nion on the other. 

Researchers have recognized 
the importance of public opinion 
and its role; but they squabbled 
among themselves and failed to 
agree upon or give one definition 
for it, and this due to the diffe-
rence in the nature of the specia-
lization of each one of them. 

There are numerous defini-
tions for public opinion, and 
almost all of these definitions 
agree that expressing public 
opinion on one hand and the at-
tempt to change, manage and 
influence it or even creating a 
new public opinion on the other 
hand can only be done through 
persuasion which requires com-
munication for all categories that 
must be attending discussions, 
engaging with different opinions, 
examining them and criticizing 
the opposing ideas with willin-
gness to accept them if they 
were proved to be valid. Impo-
sing opinions though coercion 
and forcing others to adopt them 
without conviction does not re-
flect a real public opinion in the 
strict sense of the word, in ano-
ther words, freedom of thought, 
expression and opinion are the 
basis for any general trend in so-
ciety, which represents the mini-

Imed Mubarek
Lawyer and human rights activist
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mum degree of agreement on a particular subject 
or a particular issue. 1

When we talk about the media’s role in sha-
ping public opinion trends, several things cannot 
be ignored in order to understand the influence 
of media, whether positive or negative, on public 
opinion. One of the most important of these is 
the context of the authority›s relation with media, 
which is the concern raised by special rappor-
teurs for freedom of expression in the joint de-
claration on the tenth anniversary, entitled «ten 
main challenges for freedom of expression in the 
coming decade», and the first of these challenges 
are mechanisms of government control over me-
dia. According to the Declaration, control is one of 
the constraints that, over the years, have been li-
miting freedom of expression, which represents a 
serious problem.  That control takes many forms, 
but we are particularly concerned about the exer-
cise of political influence or political control over 
public media so that it can be used as a govern-
mental instrument, rather than as independent 
bodies working for common good. 

This is why we are addressing here freedom of 
thought and expression as an entry point or umb-
rella for protecting freedom of information and 
the importance of it being free and unrestricted to 
play its role in providing news, opinions and ideas 
to citizens, as well as the right to access and cir-
culate information as a necessary right to serve 
public opinion and to assist it in choosing and 
participating. Finally, we are trying to answer the 
question of the role of the Egyptian mass media, 
is it misleading or impacting public opinion? 

Freedom of opinion and expression as an 
umbrella for protecting media’s free-
dom in and access to and circulation of 
information 

The right to freedom of opinion and expression 
consists of three different elements, as provided 

1- Rafeeq Sukkari, A Study of Public Opinion, Media, and Advertising, publisher, 

Gross Press, 1991 p.20

The European 
Court of 

Human Rights, 
for example, 
decided that 

the media play 
a vital role 
as a public 

observatory, 
responsible for 

transmitting 
information 

and ideas of 
public opinion 

that public 
opinion is 

entitled to, and 
that the press 

provides public 
opinion with 

the best means 
of discovering 

and shaping 
opinion with 

regard to 
ideas and 
positions 

of political 
leaders
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for in article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and political Rights (a) the 
right to hold opinions without interference., and (b) the right to seek and receive 
information and the right to facilitate access to it; (C) impart information and 
ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the 
form of art, or through any other media of his choice. 

A wide range of case precedents, special procedures reports and United Na-
tions resolutions and regional human rights regimes confirm that freedom of 
expression is «essential for the practicing other human rights and freedoms, 
and essential for the creation of a democratic society and for promotion of de-
mocracy». 2

The right to freedom of opinion and expression more than any other right re-
presents a symbol of the interdependence and indivisibility of all human rights.  
On this basis, the effective practice of this right is an important indicator of pro-
tection of human rights and other fundamental freedoms. 

Moreover, although the right to freedom of opinion and expression is an in-
dividual right in the broadest sense of practice, it is also considered a collective 
right, giving groups of society the ability to seek and receive various types of in-

2- United Nations General Assembly, Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Opinion and 

Expression 2015, issued on May 22, 2015
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formation from a variety of sources and express their collective views .3 In addi-
tion to providing for the right to freedom of expression and freedom of informa-
tion, legal and international systems also provide that a free and unrestricted 
press is a necessary condition for guaranteeing those freedoms. The European 
Court of Human Rights, for example, decided that the media play a vital role as 
a public observatory, responsible for transmitting information and ideas of pu-
blic opinion that public opinion is entitled to4, and that the press provides public 
opinion with the best means of discovering and shaping opinion with regard to 
ideas and positions of political leaders.  It reinforces an open and free political 
debate, which is at the core of the concept of democracy.5 

If people do not know what is happening in their society, and if the actions of 
those who rule are hidden, they cannot actually participate in managing affairs 
of that society.  Access to information is not just a basic need for people; it is 
a prerequisite for good governance conditions as bad governments need to be 
secretive in managing their affairs to survive, allowing inefficiency, waste, and 
corruption to flourish. 6

In 2015 report’s introduction, the Special Rapporteur on the protection and 
promotion of freedom of opinion and expression in a recent context on matters 
of concern to public opinion points out that disclosure usually requires three 
elements: A person who is willing and able to detect a hidden matter, a mean 
for information disseminating or a communication platform for the dissemina-
tion of such information, a legal system and a political culture that is protected 
by effective protection.  Without such a combination - source, publication, and 
protection - what is secret probably will remain a secret. 

Independent free and unrestricted media 

Media’s freedom can be perceived as the freedom to publish and distribute 
content on media’s platforms.  This is a prerequisite for many organizations, 
as well as for any individual who wishes to reach the public, and this is also 
essential for the news media organizations and other institutions that practice 
journalism, in order for whatever they deploy to affect power.  However, any 
restrictions on the freedom of media can affect all actors using this general di-
mension of the right to freedom of expression.  The protection and promotion of 
freedom of information is essential for a more democratic society.7  

The role of the media is to disseminate facts and views through the media.  
But the goal of this publication is to provide people with the valid and true infor-
mation for the purpose of cooperating with them and adopting the right opinion 

3- United Nations General Assembly, Human Rights Council Report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of 

the right to freedom of opinion and expression, issued in April 2010

4- Association of Freedom of Thought and Expression, «Media’s freedom in Egypt and other countries», a comparative legal study 

5- Ibid

6- The public’s right to know, article 19 organization, for reviewing: https://www.article19.org/ar/resources/publics-right-know/

7- UNESCO›s Report on Global Trends in Freedom of Expression and Media Development, World Report 2017-2018.

https://www.article19.org/ar/resources/publics-right-know/
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about a problem or a general issue, the aim of the media is to convey the image 
honestly rather than to create that image, because the process of creating that 
image is the citizen’s mission.8  

Some may disagree on the following: does the transition to a democratic sys-
tem help to create an independent and free media?  Or does establishing an 
independent and free media help to bring about a democratic transformation?  
Either way, it is hard to disagree that media’s independence is closely linked to 
democracy and its principles, and linked to media’s capability to perform its first 
social function, namely, community self-censorship. 9 

The more independent the media, the more disciplined, more comprehensive, 
and more representative of society at all its different and unbiased levels it will 
be, thereby helping to achieve better professional performance and ensuring 
the preservation of basic human rights such as the right to expression, organi-
zation, knowledge and effective participation in public life. 

In a research study entitled «Freedom of information and political and social 
instability», Sudija Bal sought to examine the impact of media’s independence 
and lack of a free climate on the political and social stability of society.10  It mea-
sured the impact of the media on political and social stability by seven indica-
tors, including the ethnic congestion and internal tension due to civil wars, the 
possibility of military coups, terroristic incidents or civil chaos, the high rate of 
crime and chaos, and the lack of a fair judicial system that controls social order 
and obliges citizens to the law, the army’s intervention in politics and gover-
nance, and the government’s stability, its ability to remain in power, its efficiency 
and its effectiveness in achieving its political and economic goals. 

The results that have been obtained have confirmed - statistically - that there 
is a inverse relationship between freedom and media’s independence and four 
of those indicators mentioned above.  If there were a free climate for the media, 
this would have a positive impact on the political and social stability that in turn 
affect investment and economic growth.  She concluded that independent me-
dia – that is not controlled by the state and interest groups that make informa-
tion available professionally and promote citizens› right to know and express 
their opinions - improves the government’s accountability as it puts internal and 
external pressure on them to improve their performance and confront their mis-
takes. 

A free, uncensored and unimpeded press or media is indispensable for any 
society to guarantee freedom of opinion, expression and practice other rights, 
asthe press and other media are the cornerstone of a democratic society.11

8- Rafeeq Sukkari, Ibid, P. 219.

9- Sarah Al-Masry, the Egyptian media’s defective independence and defective professionalism, Association of Freedom of Thought 

and Expression

10- Ibid

11- General Comment No. 34 of the Human Rights Committee, which is considered the explanatory note for the text of Article 19 

on Freedom of Opinion and Expression.
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The dialectic of media 
and democracy
A comparative overview of traditional methods 
 Egypt, Tunisia and Libya based on the facts of 2011 and beyond

 A journalist and researcher from Egypt who practiced the profession of journalism for nearly forty years,
 2016 interested in freedom of press, worked as a reporter for «Al-Ahram» in Tunisia between November
 and has books discussing its experience in transition to democracy, author of «Freedom 2018 and August
 and 2005 on the Margins: in criticism of the Egyptian press conditions «issued from Cairo in two editions in
 Revolution « Cairo 25 and» rebellion in the barracks: the Egyptian press and the revolution of January 2011
 and» Tunisian media after the revolution: A vision of a reporter from Egypt about  journalistic sources 2012
 and «A Syndicate Under Siege: Another History for Egyptian Journalists « Under Publication, 2019 « Tunisia
 and «Case A : How We Restored a Democratic Guarantee for Journalists’ syndicate Elections, The case and
 Freedom of e Press Demonstrations «,2007 its documents « jointly with Ahmed Ragheb, the lawyer, Cairo
 in cooperation with Khaled Al- Sarjani and ,2009 a commemorative book of documentation « Cairo :1909
 and its first general 2005 Hoda Nasrallah , one of the founders of the »Journalists for Change « group in Egypt
  . coordinator
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The  relationship  and  the  interrela-
tionship between free and professional 
media on the one hand and the oppor-
tunities  for  building  a  democratic  so-
ciety based on respect for human rights 
and  promoting  it  on  the  other  hand 
were  necessary   .While  it  has  become 
a  am  established  fact  of  thought  and 
practice ,it remains under urgent and re-
newed  review with global and regional 
developments  .This insistence and re-
newal is evidenced by the fact that the 
United  Nations  Educational  ,Scientific 
and Cultural Organization) UNESCO (is 
raising  this  relationship  on  its  agenda 
and activities ,as the dangers of” popu-
lism “rise and the controversy over the 
possibilities  of  using  the  Internet  and 
the possibilities of the digital revolution 
rise  .By the 2019 World Press Freedom 
Day ,they launched their campaign ,Me-
dia for Democracy :The Press and elec-
tions in a time of Media deception. 

At  a  glance  at  UNESCO’s  speech  on 
this occasion ,I looked at the problems and 
risks of directing voters to vote for reasons 
of anger and fear ,i.e .by stirring emotions 
instead of the right to know ,to reason and 
to  criticism  to  evaluate  candidates  ’pro-
grams  ,speeches  and  political  behavior.  
The  UNESCO speech  here  also  presents 
the latest developments in seeking to un-
dermine  the  role  of  the  media  in  building 
democracy  by  reaching  voters  direct-
ly  through  social  media  ,discrediting  the 
professional press and profligate the term 
“false  news   .”These  are  ,of  course  ,new 
developments or a“ round-the-clock ”lan-
guage  move  that  strikes  in  long-standing 
democracies  well-established  in  Europe 
and the United States ,and not only in the 
south and our Arab world ,where freedoms, 
democracy ,rights and professionalism are 
struggling  to  settle   .Therefore  ,it  was  not 

 Karem Yahya
journalist and researcher
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surprising that the invitation to a world conference held by UNESCO at the African 
Union headquarters in Addis Ababa between 1 and 3 May 2019 included expres-
sions calling for“ informing citizens that disinformation and discrediting the press 
represent a danger to democracy“ .”The media must make public opinion aware 
of its continuing democratic role and gain respect for this role and confidence ”,he 
said ,stressing that“ a free ,independent and professional press - both online and 
offline - plays a key role in democratic systems and provides information that al-

lows citizens to make informed decisions both inside and outside voting offices1 ”.

This global attention ,as UNESCO’s preoccupation shows ,goes beyond being 
an appropriate act or a moment of awakening  .The International Organization it-
self issued an additional and detailed report in ,2017 which monitored the ongoing 
conflict around the world between the establishment of media freedom ,access to 
knowledge and the spread of information ,and the dangers of“ political populism” 
to this freedom and right .In addition to the negative effects of increasing censor-
ship on the Internet and withholding information under the pretext of“ protecting 
national security ”and“ the effects of the proliferation of“ televised news ”on elec-
tion competitions ,and the retreat of public confidence in the media ,targeting jour-
nalists and impunity for perpetrators  .2In this context ,it is clear that our Arab world 
is at the forefront of the regions that witnessed a noticeable rise in killing journalists 
because of practicing the profession  .The UNESCO report recorded 191 victims 
in the Arab world out of 530 worldwide between 2012 and.20163  

For a journalist’s experience and human rights and democracy advocate com-
ing from Cairo ,I note that Egypt’s rights movement ,whose most important orga-

1  World Press Freedom Day 3 May 2019 Media for Democracy Press and Elections in a Time of Media Misinformation 

World Conference Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 2019 May 3-1,http://bit.ly/2DLjDGl

2-  Global trends in terms of freedom of expression and media development, the World Report 2017 201 (8 executive 

summary in twenty pages) , the United Nations Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (UNESCO) , UNESCO 

Press, Paris (France) .2017.

3-  Op . Cit . , P . 18..  

Journalists were killed because of the practice of the profession 
between 2012 and 2016

530

190
world

Arab world
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nizations were born around the mid’1980-s ,has also been fragmented ,from the very 
beginning  ,into  what  might  be  called  here  the“  interactive  link  ”between  a  free  and 
professional press and democratic state-building .Both remain Egypt Our whole Arab 
world is missing and searching for it  in a turbulent atmosphere  .He is even longing 
for him and dream of him .On the search journey for this paper ,I found in my Archive 
three models that reflect the concerns with this link  .These are examples only  .And 
be careful ,I do not forewarning any race or leadership ,even in the Egyptian human 
rights context. 

The first  is about press freedom and human rights ,where the late Dr“ .Mohamed 
Sayed  said  ”wrote  in  the  middle  of  the1990 s  ,optimistic  about  negotiation  with  the 
state authority over a new press law  .He wondered in a-37 page introduction to the 
book“ :Do we hope that spring will pass on us in Cairo from the gate of freedom of the 
press 4”?and he hoped at the moment of a favorable meeting between political author-
ity and intellectuals and the Press Syndicate .As freedom of the press is a necessary 
and certain condition for the Egyptian patriotism and for a great rise of Egyptian and 
Arab culture ,as was the case of Cairo in its Arab surroundings at the end of the19 th 
century  .5The writer ,the human rights thinker ,may think that the“ Egyptian state ”has 
an awareness and interest in restoring the resources of“ soft  power ”to gain a privi-
leged position in its region  .The second model came before the end of1990 s also from 
one of the pillars of the Egyptian and Arab human rights movement“ Muhsin Awad,” 
when he called in turn for areas that agree between the government and opposition 
regarding  education  on  human  rights  culture  and  linking  these  rights  with  develop-
ment  .This came after discussing what he considered as a“ decisive influence ”that the 
mass media play on the human rights path ,whether in establishing public awareness 
of these rights ,devolution of their concepts or through the supervisory role and ability 
to provide information to the public opinion and follow up the violations cases  .6The 
third model is among the long narrative of human rights literature on media freedom 

4-  Freedom of the press from a human rights perspective, by Dr. Mohamed el- Sayed Said and editor Bahey El Din Hassan, 

brochures Ibn Khaldun No. 2 , the Cairo Center for Human Rights, 1995 , p . 28

5-  Op . Cit . , P . 8.. 

6-  Mohsen Awad , the Egyptian media and human rights , and the working paper submitted to the symposium and the role of the 

means of the media in disseminating the culture of human rights , the General Union of Arab Journalists and the Arab Institute for 

Human Rights , held in Cairo , 2830 September 1999, p . 3 and 30.

 Dr. Mohamed
Sayed said

«Do we hope that spring 
will pass on us in Cairo 
from the gate of freedom 
of the press?»
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and elections that  Egypt  knew even before the January 2011 ,25 revolution  .Here, 
the book/model before us ,in the absence of fair ,transparent and free public election 
conditions  ,makes  Muataz  Al-Fujairi  ,a  younger  generation  of  the  Egyptian  human 
rights movement from Sa’id and Awad ,proud to seek to enrich the role of the media for 
the integrity ,competitiveness and transparency of the electoral process .The transfer 
of internationally recognized accumulated experience ,standards and ethics and the 
affirmation of voters ’right to know and candidates ’right to equal media opportunities.7 

Of course ,the tasks of the media in building a democratic society are beyond the 
process and the events of the elections  .It goes beyond the continuing professional 
news functions of society in general and the processes of democratic development in 
particular and the opening of multi-opinion and substantive dialog on all aspects of the 
conflict  for democracy ,freedoms and citizenship ,its issues ,its borders and battles.  
They  also  call  for  public  participation  ,not  to  mention  a  rational  and  critical  culture.  
This  paper  takes an interactive  approach to  the  link  between free and professional 
media and democracy-building ,compared to Egypt ,Tunisia ,Libya ,and a traditional 
media  coverage  from  the  2011  press  ,radio  and  television  ,assuming  that  the  me-
dia ,the process ,and the democratic environment in general influence and affect each 
other  .In addition to returning to sources and references ,the paper calls on the direct 
experiences of its author as a work journalist and lived in Egypt and Tunisia ,and seeks 
to complete the lack of direct access to Libyan society by interviews on his media re-
ality and current press. 

To  establish  a  comparative  overview  ,in  the  absence  of  a  research  heritage  that 
seems to  take this  perspective  on three societies  whose current  paths  and experi-
ences in transition to democracy after uprisings and revolutions in a society in which 
transitions to complex conflicts continue to progress ,relapsed ,and go up and down 
(Tunisia ,)another in which demand for democracy disappeared or nearly divided ,the 
absence and collapse of the central state authority( Libya ,)and a third in the repro-
duction of power ,autocracy ,individual rule ,and human rights violations in the name 
of restoring“ the prestige of the state( ”Egypt  .)It would be useful to recall the models 
of Egypt’s pre 2011-human-rights discourse to recall this aspiration for reform from 
within pre-uprisings and revolutions  .The uprisings and revolutions have ,of course, 
served to make these systems unable to reform and meet the demand for change ,and 
have triggered a wave of demands and expectations ,then ,for more radical changes. 

Between reporters without borders and Arab Journalists Union  

The paths of conflict  over transition to democracy have varied after the so-
called” Arab Spring revolutions “in Tunisia ,Egypt ,and Libya ,the three commu-
nities that toppled dictators in  .2011 Today ,nearly eight years later ,Tunisia con-
tinues to build a democratic but difficult country ,while Egypt has fallen into a 

7-  Media freedom and fairness of the elections, review and estimates of Moataz Fegiery , a series of mobility issues No. 23, m 

focused Cairo human rights, i 1 , 2007, p . 14.



19

periodical Daam
 - N°6

harsher authoritarian grip and reproduces what was before its revolution ,while 
Libya suffers  civil  war and chaos with foreign intervention and state collapse.  
Tracking  the shifts of reporters without borders Index in ,2011/2012 ,2010 and 
 2019give  a  simplified  picture  of  media  conditions  and  changes  in  the  three 
communities over this period of  time  .In ,2010 on the threshold of  direct  up-
risings or revolutions ,Egypt ranked 127 out of 178 advanced countries in press 
freedoms and relatively on Libya ,(160) while Tunisia was behind the three coun-
tries to  .1648 Immediately after the revolution ,Tunisia’s ranking jumped on the 
index of 11/2012 to exceed thirty countries ,ranking134 th ,and surpassing Libya, 
which improved its ranking to155 th ,while Egypt’s ranking deteriorated to166 th 
out of179 th countries and the last among the three 9countries .This deteriora-
tion and decline do not  reflect  in  my estimation and experience by using the 
standards of the Egyptian and state-owned press ,the relative improvement in 
the margin of freedom and professionalism in light of the changes in the gener-
al political climate and the holding of the first free multi-presidential elections in 
Egypt’s history in June.2012  

“Reporters without borders ,”published on May ,2019 ,3 reports that Egypt remains 
among the 19 worst“ black list ”countries ,ranking 163 out of 180 countries ,preceded 
by 42 out of 55 African Union member states and 15 out of 22 Arab League member 
states  .Libya also settled among the“ black list ”countries and 162 directly in front of 
Egypt  .But this year’s good news comes also from Tunisia ,where it jumped 25 places 
from the  year  before  2018 and  ranks72 nd  .10This  is  how the  transformation  of  this 
international classification is followed by a remarkable turnaround in the comparative 
ranking of the three countries  .The worst before the uprisings and revolutions( Tunisia) 
became the best  .Indeed ,Tunisia has gone far in the indicators of improvement and 
ahead 92 places among the world’s countries ,while the relatively better( Egypt )have 
8-  Freedom of the Press Handbook for Reporters Without Borders 2010, English version.

9-  Freedom of the Press guide for Reporters Without Borders, 2011/201 2, English version .

10-  Freedom of the press, Reporters Without Borders, 2019, English version .
 

Index of press freedom by Reporters Without Borders
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deteriorated  .26 Libya ended about eight years after its revolution to maintain stability 
among the worst in the world ,with two salaries behind. 

Unlike this manual/international report ,which adopts several globally adopted fac-
tors to measure the development of press freedom ,the annual freedom report of the 
Arab Journalists Union gives researchers a chance to learn how the trade union or-
ganizations spoke to journalists in Egypt ,Tunisia and Libya about the press in their 
respective countries“  .We are talking about Switzerland or Scandinavia ”,said the late 
press writer Salahuddin Hafiz ,the Union’s Secretary-general ,when the first version of 
this report was released in  .2006 The owner of this paper has written by critics of the 
union ,which is mostly controlled by whom he can describe as“ the journalists of the 
regimes  ”.11But for the last time ,let’s see how it has evolved with the three countries. 

For Libya ,in its 2009/2010 report ,the Secretary-General of its Journalists ’Associ-
ation ,Ashour Mohamed Al-Tlissi ,wrote only a quarter of a page under the title“ :The 
stability of the press situation ,”hailing what he called“ the revival of freedom of opin-
ion and dialog ,”denying any restrictions ,and singled out reporters without the attack 
without making the effort to respond to a specific violation  .He said here a text“ :As for 
the response to what is written here and there ,especially the issue of reporters with-
out borders ,we inform you that this organization has experienced how it is taking the 
news directed to developing countries in particular ,and we have reached a complete 
conviction that it represents only itself and the news that it produces is not accurate in 
its entirety  .12But the Association itself returned in the following report ,and a year lat-
er ,to lie completely with the previous one  .It recognized that“ the established system 
was not concerned with a real reform of an information situation that was accumulated 
and failed and did not meet the minimum professional standards“  .”We 13are not going 
to be able to have a good deal of time ”,he said ,according to the statement  .But this 
optimism and enthusiasm at the dawn of freedom and professionalism in Libya quickly 
turned into a dark picture with the return to international reports and the reference to 
“the  decline  of  press  freedoms due  to  instability  ,strife  and  fighting  14  .”Libya’s  total 
absence from the Arab Journalists Union’s freedom reports over the following years 
ends up in the 2018/2019 report ,which also translates what happened to the union 
organization of Libyan journalists. 

If we follow the EU’s reports on ,2010/2011 ,2009 and 2018/2019 on Egypt and Tu-
nisia ,we can conclude that the National Union of Tunisian Journalists has undergone 
11-  Karem Yahya, article «Any journalists, any union, and any Arabs» published in the Egyptian newspaper « Al Akhbar», on the 

number 9 March 2011 . review the text of the article in a book author «rebellion in the barracks : about the Egyptian press Wotho 

Rh January 25,» Roses Island Library, Cairo , 2012, p . 196 : 198.

12-  Freedoms report data press in the Arab World 2009, General Federation of Journalists presentation b, the preparation of the 

Standing Committee of Freedom, Cairo , p . 57.

13-  «Libyan journalists : story of  ink and blood» , in the «press: the case of press freedoms in the Arab world 2010/2011», General 

Federation of Journalists presentation b, the preparation of the Standing Committee of Freedom, Cairo , p . 3841.

14-  Libya» in the «state of press freedoms in the Arab world 2013/2014», « General Federation of Arab Journalists , the preparation 

committee of the permanent freedoms, Cairo , p . 5861. 
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deeper changes than its Egyptian counterpart ,reflecting relatively more important de-
velopments  in  the  direction  of  progress  toward  press  freedom  .While  the  Egyptian 
trade union’s concern became a cold ,tasteless and smelly recording of some cases 
of its trapped journalists and their trial on the charge of“ joining a banned group .The 
report  1516said  that  the  government  has  not  yet  decided  to  release  false  news“  in  a 
way that does not fully reflect the public image of the deterioration of press freedom in 
Egypt ,and does not refer to the enemies of press freedom and journalists ’prisons ,the 
Tunisian Union has developed expertise to monitor the violations to which journalists 
are subjected according to international  professional  safety standards  .This is  after 
the Tunisian trade unionists recorded their move from coverage and collusion on the 
misery of the press under the old regime to open the way for freedom of the press and 
the associated signs of its collapse ,not to mention restoring the independence of the 
union itself and the efforts to go ahead in this way.17 

Media features and setbacks on the road to democracy 

Infact ,The uprisings in Tunisia ,Egypt and Libya ,combined with the demand 
for  democracy  to  the  media  in  the  three  societies  ,have  raised  expectations 
of rapid ,radical changes resulting in the freedom and professionalism of this 
media ,thus facilitating the transition to democracy in general  .This optimism 
reflects  a document issued by UNESCO in summer 2011 regarding Egypt ,the 
biggest three countries in the population ,and in the state’s authority to have 
a  greater  share  of  the  press  ,radio  and  television  industry  with  the  history  of 
its  radiation in its  Arab regional  environment  .With reference to the need for 
the media in Egypt to develop and reform immediately ,the introduction to the 
document ,which was based on personal interviews with actors and media in-
teractors in Cairo ,said” :It seems clear that important changes are taking place 
in a consistent manner to ensure that the wrong untrue practices are prevented 
at least in the picture and the body we have seen before18 “.

The difficulties ,obstacles and setbacks of  reform and change ,including Tunisia’s 
better-off  state ,were not immediately apparent in Cairo  .At least within the largest 
Egyptian media institutions and by the summer of 2011 itself  .The author of this paper 
sought to document what happened in Al-Ahram and how reform and change efforts 
quickly ended in failure  .19Thus ,in a way that leads to the conclusion“ :as journalists, 
15-  We reviewed the special sections in Egypt in press freedoms in the reports issued by the General Union of Arab Journalists 

Arabs for years 2009 p 5873 , and 2010/2011 p 1324 , and 2018/2019 p 5457 .              

16-    As in the section in Tunisia in the « Report of the state of freedoms in the Arab world 2018/2019, Union General of the Arab 

journalists, Cairo , p . 1323.. 

17-  « Press Releases serious loss threatens the ethics of the profession « in the «Press and Revolution : The Case of valid freedoms 

faith in the homeland 2010/2011 Arab « of the General Union of Arab Journalists, Cairo , p . 2533. As we returned to the report of 

the Nationbal Syndicate of Tunisian Journalists the population of the same basket for the year 2009, p . 2430 .  

18-  Toby Mendel , evaluate the development of the media in the Arab Republic of Egypt , based on media development of 

indicators of the Organization of Nations the United Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization , UNESCO Regional Office 

in Cairo, June 2011 , p . 3.

19-  Karim Yahya , T. due in the barracks : about the Egyptian press and the revolution of January 25, op . Cit . , In particular 
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we failed to change from within with our own forces when conditions in Egyptian soci-
ety were more favorable in the immediate aftermath of January  ”.25 In this way ,one 
of the dialectic aspects of information ,democracy and tangible is drawn  .Reform and 
change claimants were not able to push for written liberalization policies that adopted 
professional  rules  and  ethics  ,nor  to  form  responsible  editorial  boards  ,nor  even  to 
apologize to readers for what it was  .Thus ,it allowed the reproduction of pre-revolu-
tionary days .And even worse20 .

By ,2015 the evolution of  the cult  of  the individual  ruler of  the ,images ,and news 
pages  of  the  Egyptian  daily  newspapers  could  be  monitored  ,drawing  on  samples 
from them since ,2010 drawing out the relative retreat of this phenomenon in the im-
mediate aftermath of the revolution ,and then returning to growth ,as the El Sisi’s arriv-
al at the presidency in June  .201421 Perhaps there is a need for additional observation 
about Egypt and also through cohabitation  .Until the first half of ,2014 it was possible 
to reflect with astonishment as we salute the young men we called“ the Jerbandi jour-
nalists ,”who risk being injured ,arrested and even killed in order to cover the events in 
the field .22As the author of this paper returns to the end of the summer of 2018 from 
a work assignment in Tunisia for almost two years ,he observed that fellow journalists 
were completely or almost completely missing even from the open court halls and in 
public opinion cases ,and even about journalists and their union  .This is after being 
narrowed by the justice halls ,among them many young people ,including computer 
stand ,camera and recording devices  .When asked by members of the Press Syndi-
cate Council ,they reported that newspapers and other mass media and their different 
forms of property have become almost completely dependent on“ the text that dic-
tates their headquarters and offices or sends them through the What’sapp groups and 
avoids breaking his words in order to give reasons for safety  .”Many facts confirm the 
ascendancy and control  of  a previous harsh control  system over the press in Egypt 
over the past few years .This will include   disabling the newspaper’s printing until you 
delete news topics or opinion articles .It also forced electronic press websites to delete 
its content.. 

In any case  ,the most recent count of journalists and  media workers held in  Egypt 
by mid- July 2019  includes 32 names ,  the oldest of which is  in August ,2013 most 

chapter II entitled «On the sidelines of the revolution, « p . 59 202 . The book includes many documents attached in this regard 

, including the « apology and clarification of the journalists of Al - Ahram « on February 13, 2011, which was signed by 285 

journalists.

20-  Karim Yahya, « problematic freedom of expression in the national press : ideas and experiences for discussion with the 

exercise of self - criticism, the paper is unpublished in front of Mat over the reality and the future of the national press, the British 

University in Cairo (College of Communication and Media) January 8 , 2015.

21-  Karim Yahya , freedom of expression in the Egyptian press after the revolution of January 25 , the paper before the seminar 

«Media and freedoms in the region of the Maghreb» , held in Rabat (Morocco ) on January 24 , 2015 under the auspices of 

«Friedrich Naumann» Foundation German.

22-  The author discussed the phenomenon of « journalist ic Jerbandi  risks and exposed to the risks and working conditions of its 

marginalized in the chapter titled «Amr Khaled» in a book , «I saw fascism with my own eyes» and published a serial on his page 

with Facebook . Between January / January and June / June   2014. 
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of  whom  are  accused   of“  spreading  false  news 
 “as well  as“ joining   a prohibited organization”. 
23This is accompanied by the increased use of re-
newed preventive detention   as a punishment for 
opponents or  suspected  opponents .This made   
the  international  organizations  concerned  with 
freedom  of  press  and  safety  of  journalists  place 
Egypt in   the last few years between the second 
and  third  ranks  among  the  world  countries  re-
garding  the imprisonment of journalists .While we 
are disregarding    the restrictive and hazardous 
work environment  ,Egypt has not yet known  the 
promulgation of a law to make information avail-
able .This  notwithstanding    the forward-looking 
general  provisions   of  the  2014  Constitution  on 
press freedom   . It is a well known that access to 
and dissemination of information are foundational 
for building a democratic society. 

  In  the  Libyan  case  ,the  work  environment  in 
the field ,offices and headquarters ,and in front of 
the  sources  ,quickly  became  a  force  restricting 
journalists and the citizen’s right   to know    .Im-
mediately  after  Qaddafi’s  ouster  ,the  transitional 
authorities failed to enact and implement legisla-
tion to establish   a new ,free ,professional media 
system  .24The collapse and absence of the State 
 ,divisions  ,fighting  ,  militias  ,  armed  extremist 

groups  and foreign interference have contribut-
ed to the formation     of  a dangerous press en-
vironment  ,whether   in  eastern  or  western  Libya 
and other  regions .This leads  the media to  more   
self-censorship and migration  abroad .25 Only the 
23-  List of journalists and  media workers  in Egyptian prisons,  Arab 

Network for  Human Rights Information,  and the visit of an Israeli website 

on July 12, 2019, here is the link 

https://www.anhri.info/?post_type=journalist   

24-  To see  how limited the  efforts of the transitional authorities after 

the overthrow of Qaddafi can be revised:   Fatima al-Issawi, the Libyan  

Transitional Administrator   , was finally released ?,  Caringi Middle East 

Center , 14 May 2013. Here ‹s the link: Our  https://carnegie-mec.

org/2013/05/14/ar-pub-51772 the mitochondria 

25- For example, « Libya .. Press Freedom proceeds  8 years after  the 

Revolution,  a joint statement by «reporters without borders» , Libya›s 

Center for Freedom of the Press on February 17, 2019,  and «Libya›s 

Journalists are a dangerous and   violent way»,  Annual Reports 2010-2018, 

the most recent count 
of journalists and  
media workers held 
in  Egypt by mid 
-July  2019 includes 
32 names  , the 
oldest of which is  in 
August 2013, most of 
whom are accused  
of “spreading 
false news “ as 
well  as “joining   
a prohibited 
organization.” This 
is accompanied 
by the increased 
use of renewed 
preventive detention   
as a punishment 
for opponents 
or  suspected  
opponents. 
This made   the 
international 
organizations 
concerned with 
freedom of press and 
safety of journalists 
place Egypt in   the 
last few years 
between the second 
and third ranks 
among the world 
countries regarding  
the imprisonment of 
journalists. 

https://www.anhri.info/?post_type=journalist
https://carnegie-mec.org/2013/05/14/ar-pub-51772
https://carnegie-mec.org/2013/05/14/ar-pub-51772
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Tunisian experience achieved a relative improvement in   the press work environment 
and its impact on  the citizen’s right   to know and compare with  what was before the 
revolution  .The review of the latest annual report on the reality of press freedoms in 
Tunisia  and  the  results  of  monitoring  violations  of  journalists  ’safety  issued by    the 
National Union of Tunisian Journalists may prove dangerous and disturbing 26   ,but 
this  is  not  compared to the misery of  the press work environment and the denial  of 
the citizen’s right to information in Egypt and Libya        .For example ,the Tunisian 
Parliament passed the right to Access Information Act March ,2016 ,22 before which 
it was enacted early and in 2011 a decree also was passed“ access to administrative 
documents  of  public  structures  ,”a  development  that   Egypt  and  Libya  did  not  wit-
ness .However ,the author   f this paper tested as a press correspondent in Tunisia the 
chances  of this access once and concluded  that the reality still violates the texts and 
are far away from them.27 

   It is clear that Tunisia has taken more important and more paid steps from Egypt 
and Libya on the road to  moving from   authoritarian government  media to    public 
service media by reforming those   state-owned enterprises ,particularly on    Tunisian 
national radio and television .A look at   the main news bulletin from Channel 1 in   both 
the Egyptian and the Tounsi TV is to reveal the vast difference now    .For example ,it 
was not possible – not in channels ,broadcasts ,state-owned newspapers ,and even 
private  newspapers  –  to  criticize  or  reticent  the  amendments  to  the  Egyptian  Con-
2019  , Libyan Center for Press Freedom. No 

26-   Annual report on the reality of press freedoms in Tunisia,  National Union of Tunisian Journalists, 3 May 2019. No 

27-  Karm Yahya, Media in Tunisia after the Revolution: Seeing a correspondent from Egypt on the sources of press work, book by    

the Society for vigilance of the Conquest for  Democracy and the Civil State, Tunisia, 2019 , pp. 14-17 
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stitution in April .2019 Those that reinforce the authoritarian and individual nature of 
government ,confiscate the chances of circulating of power of the president’s poistion 
for  the  longest  term and  impose  more  subordination  on  the  judicial  authority  to  the 
executive political authority     .The citizens ’opinion poll on  fuel price increases in early 
July 2019 also came under question limits to justify increases.  

         In this way ,the state-owned media play a negative role in a public opinion.   
By confiscating  citizens ’rights  to know and to see   multiple opinions through   free 
community dialog , as well as opportunities to express  their opinions freely and mul-
tilaterally  through  the media ,  which they finance from taxes and bear the burden of 
losses resulting from  their lack of professionalism , vitality  and independence .On the 
contrary ,there are indications in Tunisia that state- owned audio and visual media are 
being used to gain the confidence of listeners and viewers   ,and in a way that surpass-
es the private ones .Even during the social protest crisis on January .2018 Therefore, 
interrogators in a poll  among a sample   of Tunisian journalists considered   that the 
public media  is the most neutral and professional    .28This preference has been re-
inforced in favor of the audiovisual and audiovisual public media and the early report 
of the Independent Supreme Electoral Commission of Tunisia on the Constituent As-
sembly  elections  October    .201129  This   important  development  may be attributed 
to  the early efforts of the National Information and  Communication reform Authority 
 ,headed by colleague Kamal Al-Obeidi ,to expedite  the promulgation of Decree116  
on freedom  of audio and visual communication , as well as  to the efforts of the Sub-
committee  on  Press  and  Information  within   the  Supreme  Authority  to  achieve   the 
goals of the revolution .30It is also attributed mainly to the fact that the will for change 
in  the media scene was first created   in Tunisia from civil society and media profes-
sionals ,it was not a decision  issued by the highest hierarchy of the state .31However,   
some media professionals and  those who were  involved  in the restructuring of   the 
state-owned media scene are aware of the dangers of relapse  and retreat and that 
the delay  in cutting off the country further steps  on the road to democracy , including   
judicial independence  and reform , threatens the independence   and professionalism 
of    public media institutions.32 

28-   Tunis  Center for Freedom of the Press: Political orientation depends on the editorial line of some  press institutions, news on  

the website of the Tunisian television website,  May 1, 2019. Here is the link: The children  http://news.tunisiatv.tn  
 

29-  We have reviewed   in particular the report    on the conduct of the elections to  the Constituent National Assembly,  the 

Independent High  Electoral Commission, the Tunisia Convention, February 2012 , p. 130.  The Independent  High  Electoral 

Commission›s report on  legislative and presidential elections , including the 2014 Estates, Tunisia  , March 2015, did not address 

the monitoring of  the audio and video media. 

30- National Information and Communication reform Authority, General Report, Tunisia, April 2012, especially pp. 245-252 

31-  The Arab Shawikha, the media in Tunisia: The difficult transition from independence to the 2014 elections, the translation of 

Hédi Hue, the Mohammed al-Houmaifi›a house , Sfax, T1 , p. 4.
 

32-  A meeting held by the author of this paper with Kamal al-Obeidi and documented  in the book «two look at Tunisia from 

dictatorship to democracy», the 2012 edition  of Dar Mohammed Ali al-Hami in Sfax , p. 65, and the   New Culture House in Cairo 

p. 85 

http://news.tunisiatv.tn
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  The controversy and conflict in Tunisia during 2018 over a new audio -visual media 
body bill may suggest that the road is still difficult .   But  the situation is much better  
than  the Egyptian track on state-owned media ,  which has been based on maintain-
ing  a large empire of  press releases , broadcasts , and television channels without the 
will to reform or change  until a late legislation was passed in ,2018 strengthening   the 
executive and the president’s control over these institutions and bodies Supervising  
it :The National Media Authority( Radio and Television ,)the National Press Authority 
(about 55 publications besides   websites )and the Supreme Council for the Organiza-
tion of Information   .33The practice also refers to  a tendency to impose censorship,   
and confiscation   .34 The Libyan track seems to have begun to get rid of state-owned 
media institutions originally set by the interim government on December ,2011 ,7 with   
one official television channel ,one official radio station and one official press 35     .With   
the country moves into division and  these institutions were distributed among regions, 
and with the absence of the state , we come  to assume  that there is no radio  ,no 
television or   no single newspaper that can work  all over Libya ,36 except  with rare 
exceptions    .State -owned television and radio seem to have failed to be free and 
professional and to gain public confidence in comparison with the Tunisian experience 
and  in such a way that they lag behind   private channels 37and broadcasts. 

   In general  ,the most prominent progress here in the difficult  March of   the au-
thoritarian governmental media toward the public or public media came from Tunisia. 
This is despite the obstacles ,and there is an early testimony by UNESCO in   the fall 
of 2012 that ,since January ,2011 ,14 public institutions in the audiovisual sector have 
improved the diversity of views ,the degree of public representation and civil society 
organizations            .However ,there is no arrangement for public opinion in the ap-
pointment    of the members of the Governing Council38 ”.On July ,31 the writer of the 
paper  followed  up  on  Tunisia’s  national  television  ,broadcasting  a  debate  between 
three candidates for the post of President and Director- General of the National Tele-
vision Corporation , organized by  the Independent High Commission   for Audiovisual 
Communication . It is  an unprecedented event  in Tunisia and indeed the  entire Arab 
33-  laws 168, 179 and 180 of 2018.     For example, the study of the Supreme Council for the Organization of Information (SCAl) 

indicates: Read full     article: Monday, December 22 - 2009 at 10:00 UAE local time (local time) - the first time that the UAE 

government has decided to take part in the meeting, the first time that the UAE government has decided to take part in the 

meeting, the first time that the country has decided to take part in the meeting 

34-  Op . Cit . , P . 9 18.

35-  Fatima al-Issawi, the transitional media  in Libya, is it finally liberated ?, Previous reference.

36-  Unpublished interview with Libyan journalist «Laila El-Maghribi», at the Belvedere Hotel / Tunis , November 26, 2017.

37-  Interview with writer Libyan journalist Protect d Faitouri the editor of the weekly «Mayadeen» issued between 2011 and 2014 

, was conducted specifically for this paper, at the club Zamalek in Cairo , July 15, 2019. During which he said that the channel 

218 television funded from the UAE probably have correspondents all over Libya and follow brother local bar even at the village 

level . Which has not happened in the history. However, he stressed the absence of any paper newspaper covering all Libyan soil 

distribution and coverage . And on radio and television state - owned , he said : « failed to win the public because it has not been 

able to develop themselves and defeated the private sector.»

38-  A study on the evolution of media and communication in Tunisia Ba adoption indicators of the development of information 

and communication by the United Nations Educational and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), April / April September 2012, 

printed in Tunisia , p . 80..  
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world   ,and it remains to be known that  the Tunisian 
government retains the decision to hold   positions in  
the audio- visual media and the  state-owned press  
 ,which  are  reserved  for  itself  ,and  unfrequently  vi-
olates      updated  legal  provisions  on  the  applica-
tion   of  the  corresponding  opinion(  of  HAICA  )and  
self-adjusting organizations in the profession. 

   It  seems that the most important development 
on the level of the emergence of    new private mass 
media came in  the radio sector for both Tunisia and 
Libya ,  while  the authorities in Egypt kept  their steel 
grip and monopolize   the radio waves completely.   
In Tunisia ,   there are specific opportunities for the 
development  of  both  linguistic  and  group  radio  .It 
can positively affect   the transition to   a democratic 
and decentralized society ,especially with public in-
terest and confidence indicators   on radio compared 
with  print  and  television39  .But  all  three  experienc-
es suffer   from a lack of transparency in ownership 
of  private  television  channels   that  are  mainly  for   
businessmen    .A rare report on these channels in 
Tunisia  warns  against  the  dangers  of  monopoliza-
tion and the negative influence of“ the houses ”and 
foreign capital on  the political field and the move to 
democracy  .40A  German researcher for  Egypt be-
tween 2011 and 2013 demonstrates  the influence of   
Mubarak’s“ accountants ”satellite channels  in poli-
tics  and their move from   the Brotherhood’s apathy 
and  the  first    elected  civilian  president  ,Mohamed 
Morsi ,to incitement to exclusion and overthrow them 
39-  Early after the Tunisian revolution , especially radio stations , commercial 

emerged in Tunisia , on the recommendation of the Commission national 

reform media and communication to give 12 radio and five television channels 

licenses broadcast, and as stated in the report of the Commission referred to 

above, p . 243. By the year 2014 became there 35 new radio stations and 10 

television channels according to the brochure , the new conditions, according 

to the Arab Huejh, reference SAP s, p . 100. As for the boom in private radio 

stations in Libya can refer to the study of Fatima al - Issawi referred to earlier 

has confirmed that it has become the most traditional media outlet popularity.

40-  Mona Motebea, ownership of the means of audiovisual media for 

developments on the vacation of God Laika (institutions .. .. shareholders and 

capital) of 14 January 2011 September 2017, in particular , p . 4 and 5. She 

noted that by September 2017 there are 24 private radio the revolution. It was 

originally an unpublished study was prepared for the Assembly of «vigilance» , 

and we have acquired the full text. 

The difficulties, 
obstacles 
and setbacks 
of reform 
and change, 
including 
Tunisia's 
better-off 
state, were not 
immediately 
apparent in 
Cairo. At 
least within 
the largest 
Egyptian 
media 
institutions and 
by the summer 
of 2011 itself
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and  the  restoration  of  full  authority  to  the  military  .Not  to  mention  a  combination  of 
satellite ownership and the establishment and financing of political  parties .41This is 
before   the situation in Egypt reaches the purchase of   secret security services for pri-
vate channels and newspapers and their partnership with businessmen in this field.42 
As in Tunisia ,  voices have increased inside Egypt warning against  the negative ef-
fects of the so-called“  political money ,”the mystery of finance , doubts about   Gulf 
foreign funds and the investment      of businessmen with TV channels in  party life , and 
after  25    private satellite channels were established after January .201143 ,25 This is 
accompanied by the awareness that“ having media channels is  a powerful source of  
influence ,pressure and  public opinion44 “ .

It is notable that this is the presence  and influence of businessmen in   the field of 
private media and politics together , which is offset by the paradoxes of the scarcity 
and weakness  of party newspapers in  the three countries even after the revolution. 
This  is despite  the  relatively open space    and varying degrees of experience  in 
the three experiments for  party pluralism and freedom of organization .This   para-
41   - Stephan Roll, Egypt, s Business Elite after Mubarak: A Powerful Player between Generals and  Brotherhood, German Institute 

for International and Security Affairs (SWP),Berlin ,September   2013.see pp 20 to 22
  .

42 -See , for example , « the details of the acquisition of general intelligence on the Egyptian media» site over Egypt December 20 

2017. Here is the link Mahjoub in Egypt: http://7hekayat.blogspot.com/2017/12/blog-post_20.html  

43-  Nancy Talal Zidane, politicized interests, those who finance the media in Egypt, an Egyptian magazine visions issued by the Al 

- Ahram Foundation, the first year Issue 5, July 2015, p . 22.

44-  Ibid, p . 24  

 In general, the
 most prominent

 progress here in
 the difficult March

 of the authoritarian
 governmental media
 toward the public or

 public media came
from Tunisia

http://7hekayat.blogspot.com/2017/12/blog-post_20.html
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dox is compounded by    the perceived death and    declining distribution of the print 
press    .They  offer  higher  opportunities  for  depth   ,opinion  and  inquiry  treatments.   
None    of the three countries – including   Tunisia , which has the best chance  of free 
and  professional media – has known  the creation                         of a transparent and 
reliable  institutional  mechanism  that  monitors  ,censors  ,and  tells  readers  ,listeners, 
viewers ,and listeners ,as well as advertisers of newspapers ,newspaper purchases, 
radio ,television viewing ,and website browsing       To develop   objective and credible 
assessments of  the opportunities  for the media to influence   the building of a public 
opinion on the transition to democracy. 

       In this context ,the Egyptian experiences carry a paradox that suggests the ne-
cessity of being cautious about exaggerating the influence of the media - as such - on 
the general elections and the participation of voters. 

Early with Egypt’s first post-revolution election( parliamentary  between November 
 2011and January , )2012 a media researcher noted    that the majority of voters moved   
in the opposite direction to incite  talk shows against participation ,and concluded  “ the 
Egyptian media’s loss of its role , credibility and influence     on public opinion 45 ”.The 
author of this paper  can also note ,   in the light of his follow-up and preview  of the first 
45- Dr.. Bassiouni Hamada , freedom of the media and the transformation of democratic Egypt, the world of books, Cairo , 2013, p 

. 28. The estimated average percentage of the vote in the parliamentary elections in three phases , including more than 59 per cent 

a rate unprecedented in Egypt , according to the People ‹s Assembly elections / 2011 20 12 , edit .amr Hashem Rabie, Al - Ahram 

Center for the female students of political  strategy, Cairo 2012, p . 264.
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municipal elections in Tunisia after the May 2018   revolution ,that   privileged media 
services , especially on   national public radio and television , concerning municipali-
ties and their problems , a map  of candidate lists and programs , have  not significantly 
affected  what has been shown to be the greatest decrease in  voting In any  general 
election after the revolution  ,it  was down  to  .35.6%46 Besides the elections     ,the 
Egyptian and Tunisian experiences raise question marks about  the safety  and fair-
ness of  public  opinion polls  ,their  positions and the possibility  of  misleading voters.  
There are some observations and assumptions   that we can make here about Sigma 
Konsay in Tunisia ,Al-Ahram Center for political and Strategic Studies and Bassira in 
Egypt .But ,of course , we need   a comparative  ,evaluation and monetary studies to 
perform  these centers and to make them public  after.201147  

 In the light of the tracking of television satellite channels ,radio ,newspapers and 
news  websites  ,hate  speech  ,exclusion  and  incitement  to  violence  are  raised  ,  not 
to  mention   excommunication  in  the  name  of  Islam  and  excluding  in  the  name   of 
patriotism   and the national state   .An early report released in Cairo ,on the second 
anniversary of  the January Revolution ,warned that  the media would lose credibility 
because of the speech and its negative impact on prospects for democratic develop-
ment  .At this early time ,it was remarkable – and ,indeed ,that by ,2013 state-owned 
media had become strongly involved –    that private newspapers were at the top of 

46- percentage of the vote in the municipal elections in 2018 generality Tunisia 35.6% of registered voters, as itwas in the October 

2014 legislative to data Supreme Independent Commission for Elections.

47-  The wrote and published author of this paper location «beginning» E is an article analysis of the criticism  includes notes 

on polls central insight of Al - Ahram in Egypt in 2012. One was titled: «mislead public opinion polls.» Center for the first «Al - 

Ahram» followed by a national news organization and the second «insight» private institution results Asttalaatha published in the 

newspaper « Al Masry Al Youm.»
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the ranks   of these professional abuses     .48We do 
not have a comparative study that allows us to esti-
mate the size of hate speech ,violence , incitement  
and defamation between  mass media in Tunisia,  
Libya and Egypt .Although the author presented a 
paper   to  a  seminar  in  Morocco  in  January,2017  
she  concluded  that  the  practice  of  defamation  by  
the media  in Egypt and Tunisia continued after the 
revolution together with a certain  disparity over  the 
greater chances of correction  and response in the 
second .49But the author   of this paper ,as   well as 
his follow-up ,   goes on to assume that this speech, 
with  all  its  components  and  negative  dimensions, 
has reached         an unprecedented and   unprec-
edented extent in the Egyptian case in the last six 
years  .    However ,    there is a need to monitor and 
analyze what can be called the“ Speech of Demo-
cratic hatred ”in Tunisia as well .This  is in light of the 
growing nostalgia  for  pre-revolutionary  and    for 
a strong authoritarian presidential  system  .In any 
event ,    the dual and contradictory nature and po-
tential of  the role of radio and  television talk shows 
must not be overlooked .Sometimes ,according to 
the  personality  and  culture  of  the  broadcaster  or 
activist  and the orientation of the means regarding 
democracy and professionalism ,it can  play a role 
in  consolidating freedoms and  democratic  values 
and in  the public’s interactive exercise of these val-
ues   .This has occurred   in many cases with the 
Egyptian experience in the immediate post-  rev-
olutionary  period  .However  ,     later  ,it  overcame 
disrespect  ,incitement  ,hate  speech  and  censure, 
especially  with the disappearance and emigration 
of many    respected professional media men ,and 
even preventing them  from working. 

  The most important noticeable difference about  
48-  Dr.. Bassiouni Hamada et al. , Report press practice on the second 

anniversary of the revolution of the twenty - fifth January 2011, the Supreme 

Press Council, Cairo, in particular , p . 10 12 for sale .

49-  Karim Yahya, a paper entitled «for defamation in the press Egypt and 

Tunisia after the revolution , « published in the book « the press between 

the telling and defamation: the case of Morocco and examples compared,» 

Preparation Muti procreator, Rabat / Morocco, 2019 , pp . 117 to 127.
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the Tunisian media situation after the revolution and its supposed effect on the transi-
tion to democracy lies   in three aspects :The first is the relative vitality of civil society,  
the opportunities for its support to  the freedom and professionalism of the press and 
thus the contribution to  the social struggle  for democracy .The second is the oppor-
tunities for the emergence and development of new ,non- traditional media ,especially 
over  the Internet .In    Egypt ,this is particularly marked by unprecedented tightening 
and blockade    over recent years  .50The third relates to a degree of political  will  to 
reform and change information and to cooperation with civil society ,not to mention the 
international community    .In the case of Tunisia ,there are evidence in comparison 
with the Egyptian and Libyan     countries that suggest this will .As it is reflected in the 
fact that  , in ,2011    Tunisia had known earlier and in 2011 the enactment of legislation 
for   the liberalization of traditional media , as   was the case with Decrees 115 and 
 ,116not to mention  the Decree on the access to  administrative documents of public 
structures  in the same year .51This is something   Libya never knew ,and it was de-
layed in Egypt until 2018 to issue  new legislation  in the absence of the spirit and will 
of reform and change .Even with the desire  of the political authority   to further tighten 
control and control over  media spaces   .Another witness concerns  the early and    fi-
nal cancellation of the Ministry of Communication in Tunisia .52This is in contrast to the 
Egyptian situation ,where  the Ministry of Information returned after its cancellation in 
February 2011 in July/July of  the same year  and was appointed  as  a military editor53,   
and is now replaced  by the Supreme Council of the Media Organization. 

Issues for discussion and recommendations

-Freedom and professionalism in the media contribute to moving societies 
towards democracy .The elements of the transition to democracy and its con-
solidation from partisan pluralism ,a  peaceful  transfer  of  power  ,institutional-
ization  ,good governance  ,an  independent  judiciary  ,freedom of  organization, 
demonstration ,protest ,legitimacy ,the right to oppose rulers and governments, 
and the growth and strengthening of civil society and its organizations ,includ-
ing  trade  unions  ,associations  ,and  free  ,transparent  ,and  fair  elections  ,all  of 
which constitute the enabling environment for the development of a free and 
professional  media  .The  traditional  media  ,including  newspapers  ,radios  ,and 
televisions ,are at  the heart  of  this  dialectical  relationship .Egypt  ,Tunisia  and 

50-  The number of websites that have been blocked in Egypt since June / June 2017 are more than five hundred , some 

international organizations The law 180 for the year 2018  also was issued and with the practices of the Supreme Council to 

regulate the media codifies prevention, blocking and adds sanctions and restrictions on the licensing of news sites on the Internet. 

And another law against cybercrime issued in August 2018 with more restrictions and sanctions.

51-  Early legislative reform in Tunisia goes back to: National Commission for the reform of the information and communication, 

the report year, a reference earlier, p . 1839 the comparison can be reviewed and the terms of the publication of newspapers that 

impose a quorum financially up to 6 million pounds of daily in Article 35 of law No. 180 of 2018 on the organization of the press 

and the media and the Supreme Council the organization , the Tunisian Decree 115 of any financial requirements.

  

52-  Fatima al - Issawi, the Tunisian media in a transitional stage, Carnegie Papers, Department of Publications, Beirut July / July , 

2012, especially p . 7.

53-    Rasha Abdullah, the Egyptian media in the midst of the revolution, Carnegie, Beirut, July 2014, p . 22 
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Libya paths after the uprisings and revolutions of 
 2011reflect  media’s sensitivity to developments 
in the political and societal fluctuations  provide 
stumbling  and  advancements  .In  this  context 
and  perspective  ,we  assume  that  winning  the 
battle  of  liberation  and  the  professionalism  of 
the media is subject to multiple ,complicated and 
protracted conflicts  ,even in the best of luck  ,as 
is the case in Tunisia ,especially in the absence 
of revolutionary decisiveness and estrangement 
in what happened in our Arab region with what 
was  .As  we  assume  that  the  traditional  media 
with  limited  exceptions  is  not  yet  playing  the 
large expected influential   role in the processes 
of  evolution  towards  democracy  .We  can  also 
assume  that  the  use  and  recruitment  of  media 
 ,both state - owned media or business are em-
ployed  in  blocking  the  transition  to  democracy  
which  is  a  very  prominent  feature  in  the  three 
tracks.

-It appears that a degree of political will ,along 
with the support and effectiveness  of  civil  soci-
ety ,contributed to a wider margin of freedom for 
the traditional media in Tunisia after the revolu-
tion  ,compared  to  Egypt  and  Libya  .Hence  ,it  is 
possible to assume a greater role in the Tunisian 
experience  to  restore  and  enrich  the  transition 
to  democracy  .This  is  taking  into  account  sev-
eral  obstacles  and  obstacles  ,even  for  Tunisia. 
Among them is the societal cultural polarization 
between”  Islamists  “and”  secularists  ,“not  to 
mention the effects of the threat of terrorism and 
the  cost  of  combating  it  on  society  ,the  media, 
and freedoms ,as well as the fragility of working 
conditions  and  the  operation  of  media  profes-
sionals

-It seems that the ability of the public to know 
consciously  and make  decisions about  the val-
ues   of democracy appears to be evolving outside 
the traditional  local  media .The results of  a poll 
conducted  for  the  BBC  in  ,2019  which  included 
samples  from  the  youth  of  Egypt  ,Tunisia  and 
Libya  ,confirm  the  acquisition  of  social  media 
information ,confidence at the expense of tradi-

In this context, 
the Egyptian 
experiences 
carry a 
paradox that 
suggests the 
necessity of 
being cautious 
about 
exaggerating 
the influence 
of the media 
- as such - on 
the general 
elections 
and the 
participation 
of voters.
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tional media controlled by governments .54This paper set that approach on the 
agenda  of  media  professionals  who  aspire  to  freedom  and  professional  and 
wonder  how  to  rebuild  a  new  media  with  its  traditional  and  unconventional 
space .Here ,several notes and questions are generated in light of the forego-
ing in this paper ,among them :To what extent can self-criticism and reform be 
practiced from within the traditional  Arab media ?What are the opportunities 
for  creating  newspapers  ,radio  ,and  TVs on  innovative  and  serious  principles 
committed to the values   of freedom and professionalism ,respect for facts ,rea-
son and the public ,and to pushing forward democratic development ,including 
adopting forms of ownership that include community ,regional ,and local media 
owned by cooperative) mutual (forms of journalists themselves

This paper recommends:

The cooperation of active components of the new civil society in Tunisia after 
the revolution to launch and sponsor credible and popular media outlets ,even 
if it was necessary to resort to subscription from citizens?

 Issuing  periodicals with the launch of an an electronic site to build a new 
political culture that addresses the dialectic of media and democracy , the 
experiences  and  contributions  from  Egypt  ,Libya  and  Tunisia  ,and  to  al-
low the exchange of experiences between media professionals ,politicians 
and intellectuals involved in the change.

 Establishing an observatory for media freedom and professionalism that 
combines following-up and analysis of events in Egypt ,Tunisia and Libya. 
As the media monitoring standards on general election occasions are not 
sufficient  in terms of their focus on forms of violations and commitment 
to equal opportunity ,fairness and impartiality .we need a wider and more 
comprehensive and lasting monitoring ,and also a contribution to the me-
dia  or  reluctance  to  spread  the  values  and  culture  of  democracy  in  our 
societies.

 A comparative study between the roles and problems of the performance 
of the Egyptian and Tunisian journalists unions after the revolution ,and 
the author of this paper considers that he is interested in working on this 
study as soon as possible.

54- Do you have confidence in the young Arab official media ?, BBC Arabic website Portal link: Http://www.bbc.com/arabic/

interact Ivity-48761920
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Tunisian media 
From the authority of the 
system To the authority 
of ideology and capital 

From the authority of the 
system To the authority 
of ideology and capital 

Tunisian media 
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“We send them our press staff to pho-
tograph and distort their families in front 
of their neighbors. We are launching a 
wide-ranging campaign of distortion and 
intransigence. We say that they are traitors 
and foreigner agents. We say they sold the 
country. They are the enemies of the nation. 
Then we give the microphone to some ordi-
nary citizens, and we give them such words 
and record them. Our journalists in the pla-
teau are slaughter them in terms of media, 
and the public opinion believes in all distor-
tions we have said”. 

This was the summary of the meeting of 
the editorial board of the private “Al-Qana” 
channel two years ago, headed by Nabil 
Al-Qroui, the director general of the chan-
nel, the current presidential candidate and 
head of the “heart of Tunisia” party. In pre-
paration for launching   an unprecedented 
distortion campaign against the leaders of 
“I Watch” organization on the background 
of the organization’s publishing an investi-
gation on the suspicion of tax evasion and 
financial corruption of the Qarui’s brothers’ 
companies. 

This is not the first of its kind and may not 
be the last, but it is considered a point of 
difference in the Tunisian media and even 
a unique case that requires being studied 
and analyzed in order to understand the Tu-
nisian media environment in the post-revo-
lution era, and to stand on tracks that form 
the public opinion in Tunisia and innova-
tive media guidance techniques. The new 
technology, digital narrative, and Marxist 
worlds have been brought to the attention 
of a stunning “Show” that facilitates the 
digestion of lies and allows the seizure of 
the tools of the public opinion industry to 
control it in order to guide it as required by 
the narrow financial, political or ideological 
interests of the media or entities that are 
They stand behind and control them as the 
hidden player controls the dancer’s pup-

Walid al-Majri
 A journalist and trainer in the fields
of information and communication

https://www.karouileaks.tn/video/52
https://www.karouileaks.tn/video/52
https://www.karouileaks.tn/video/52
https://www.karouileaks.tn/video/52
https://www.karouileaks.tn/video/52
https://www.karouileaks.tn/video/52
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pets. 

From the system’s side to interests and the Lobbies’ side 

The information system in Tunisia cannot be understood as to its ability to 
control and guide public opinion during the period of democratic transition un-
less we can, at first and foremost, dismantle this system and determine its cha-
racteristics before and after the revolution. In addition to presenting a historical 
overview of the shape of the media scene in general, especially the circums-
tances that allowed the private sector to invest in this sensitive sector, which 
has always been the cornerstone of the mobilization, glorifying and misleading 
strategies that the previous regime has been pursuing at all stages of its de-
velopment since independence in the 1950s and to the limits of the fall of rule 
Former president Zein El-Abdin Bin Ali was more than eight years ago. 

During the rule of former Presidents Habib Bourguiba and Zine El Abidine 
Ben Ali, the media were a tool in the hands of authority and a pillar of dicta-
torship, where television, in particular, played other public videos, newspapers 
and magazines. A decisive role in the whitewashing of political crimes on the 
one hand, and the inflaming of the pictures of a large number of the corrupt 
people, in the first place, is Zahhar Bin Ali, his family and his entourage on the 
other. In addition, there is absolute control of public opinion by the authorities’ 
total, direct surveillance of the few activist media, most of which were in the 
public domain. 

Since the 1990s, Ben Ali’s regime has tried to vary the media display to reduce 
the influence of foreign media, some of which have been critical of its policies. 

 This strategy pushed people close to the regime to lead the “new” media 
scene, where they agreed to buy or create audio, visual or written media with 
facilities that sometimes reached the point of harnessing some public banks 
to finance these projects without any guarantees.  Many of these institutions 
were confiscated after the revolution to be under the supervision of the state 
(the share of the Malatry rock in the morning House, Hassan Trabelsi in Cactus 
Brod, Radio Mosaic and Serine Ben Ali in the FM Sun). 

The authority was monitoring the content and the use of the media to direct 
the public opinion through what was called the Tunisian Foreign Liaison Agen-
cy, which was established at the beginning of the 1990s to be the propaganda 
arm of the Ministry of Communication and those behind it the regime. 

Media leaders in public institutions and private newspapers remained under 
the guidance of that agency, which in turn received orders directly from Car-
thage Palace under the supervision of Abdul Wahab Abdullah, the powerful arm 
of Ben Ali, who was called “mass media butcher”. Especially during election 
periods in which the press is totally disrupted and turned into a mere trumpet 
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of power that spreads lies, promotes alleged achievements and distorts oppo-
nents and opponents. 

  The external contact agency has been operating for two decades (stalled 
in 2011 and finally resolved in 2012) following the carrot and stick policy.  The 
tender was cut off for all media institutions, journalists and journalists who of-
fer loyalty and loyalty to power, implement all their agendas and engage in its 
direction without any discussion, by controlling the advertising fund and public 
support. 

On the other hand, the agency was waving a heavy stick against anyone who 
begging himself to violate the pre-determined line.  This was claimed by a large 
number of media men who either failed to charge them in a way that found 
themselves in the cells of the regime, or were dismissed from their jobs, starved, 
and closed their work doors without the regime’s failure to torture their families 
and relatives. 

Consequently, the media scene was dominated by a culture of yogurt and a 
thirst from the external contact agency either to stab the gazelle or to prevent 
the system’s evils.  Public freedoms have been reduced, and freedoms of ex-
pression, political awareness, and community participation in public affairs 
have dropped to their lowest levels. 

With the advent of the hurricane that devastated Barkan’s rule in early 2011, 
the Ministry of Communication and its propaganda arm, the Tunisian Foreign 
Liaison Agency, had to be abandoned and thus liberalized in the field of press, 
publishing and expression, including the liberalization of licensing and deregu-
lation of private media ownership. 

During the first two years following the fall of Ben Ali’s rule, the media scene 
recorded an unprecedented dynamic characterized by dozens of new headlines 
as well as an increasing number of radio, television and Internet channels.  This 
number boom has devoted an unprecedented diversity of vision, perceptions 
and editorial lines, but now it has found itself in a state of chaos as a result of: 

 Lack of clear legislative grounds governing the performance of journal-
ists and media institutions. 

 The absence of a legal or procedural mechanism governing the distribu-
tion of public declarations and support after the disruption of the external 
liaison agency and the Ministry of Communication. 

 Absence of a structure that regulates the measurement of the public. 

 Absence of self-adjusting and adjustment structures. 

These gaps turned a number of media outlets during 2011 and 2012 into easy 
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prey for money and politics, which quickly 
acquired most private media platforms, over-
paid them, controlled their editorial lines, and 
directed them in a scandalous way, either to 
serve the Islamists’ splintering (Zaytoonah 
and Zetouna Hadaya channels, TN, the Me-
diterranean, Saraha FM, Al-Insan, etc.) or to 
serve the anti-Islamic part like the Nesma 
channel that enlisted the struggle against 
the Renaissance movement and the political 
Islam project, then turn into a trumpet of the 
“Nidaa Tounes” party’s campaign and for its 
current leader, Al-Baji Qaid Al-Sebssi. And  
eventually berthed in the port of the “heart 
of Tunisia” party bythe side of his friend Na-
bil Al-Qurawi, the owner of the same Nesma 
Channel.  

The radical division that dominated the 
audio-visual media scene and the ideolo-
gical but also the catchy state of the line 
contributed to misleading public opinion 
and employing it in fierce ideological batt-
les.  In parallel, a number of newspapers and 
websites financed by a number of corrupt 
businessmen or shadow pimps like Shafiq 
Al-Jarrah and Kamal Al-Latif have emerged. 

These headlines, foremost among which 
are the newspapers “Althawra News”, 
“Dameer”, “Sada” and “Wakaea”, and the 
list goes on, they were mere platforms for 
misleading public opinion, whitening cor-
rupt people, blackmailing businessmen, dis-
torting political opponents, daily attacks on 
jurists and symbols of civil society. 

The media content of the post-revolutio-
nary media, specifically the private media, 
has adversely affected the formation of pu-
blic opinion, the attention of Tunisians to 
ideological conflicts, the feeding of regional 
and doctrinal conflicts, and the poisoning of 
Saddam’s poisons by the manipulative iden-
tities. All this is at the expense of democratic 
transition, the defense of human rights and 
the establishment of a culture of anti-torture 

Television in Tunisia

98 ٪ 
of families own a TV

83 ٪ 
of tunisians rely on TV 
to follow the news

61 ٪ 
Tunisians consider the 
information broadcast on 
TV reliable

Breaking the state 
monopoly on visual media

Launched in 2005 by 
businessman AL-Arabi 
Nasra, a close associate of 
Nizam bin Ali

The only opposition 
channel for Al-Taher bin 
Hussein, in 2003, from 
abroad

In 2007 she launched her 
main owner, Nabil Karoui, 
who was inaugurated 
by the then Minister of 
Communication, Rafeh 
Dakhil
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and impunity in the executive organs of the State. 

On the other hand, some press and media headlines were very serious in rai-
sing the topics that concern Tunisians during the transitional period.  The inte-
ractive blogosphere, citizen journalism, and association journalism ( Newa we-
bsite, Gadal website, enkifadah site, Tunisian Al-Hiwar channel in Al Taher Bin 
Hussein’s version, Bondi Blog site, PR Al Aman organization, I Watch, Al-Busala 
organization, etc.) In a significant way, the blockade imposed on public opinion 
by commercial media led by the Tunisian Al-dialogue channel and Nesma chan-
nel was the main tool to fuel ideological battles, party conflicts, the whitening of 
corrupt people and the misleading of public opinion. 

The above-mentioned alternative press sites briefly occupied an important 
space in the media and communications scene and became an ideal tool for 
adjusting public opinion by telling it well and objectively, providing high-level 
credibility information and directing it to the real battles of transitional justice, 
the return of torture inside the detention centers and prisons, and the outbreak 
of a scourge Corruption, the control of the Lobbies and monopoly groups over 
the nation’s capabilities and the plundering of its day. 

The main reason why these platforms were excluded from employment was 
their economic independence, which allowed them to escape from the hands 
of businessmen, the authority of the two teners and the agendas of the me-
dia-sponsoring State.  It is unfair, however, not to point out that, despite all its 
many indifferent and many shortcomings, public information has played a de-
cisive role in providing information that is of minimal credibility, as well as in 
seeking to clean up the political climate and the general public from the seeds 
of hatred and hatred and in clearing the accounts. By providing a balanced me-
dia material. 

The transmission of the second National Public Channel for the first Parlia-
ment after the Revolution (National Constituent Assembly) informed the public 
about how to manage the public affairs inside the parliament, and allowed him 
to learn about the law-making and parliamentary blocs during voting, etc. 

Who owns the media? 

Television in Tunisia has special care  by the owners because it serves po-
litical ends and attracts the most attention of the two users.  Television is the 
most popular media in Tunisia, where 98% of families have a home appliance.  
83% of Tunisians are based on this means to follow the news.  Moreover, 61% 
of Tunisians consider that the information transmitted by television is reliable 
according to the figures of the National Institute of Statistics. 

Breaking the state’s monopoly on visual media began at the beginning of the 
2000’s.  In 2005, the first private television channel to see the light in Tunisia 
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was 

Hanaabel Channel which was launched by one of the business men who has 
a close relationship with Ben Ali and then Nesma channel Nabil al-Qirawi was 
launched, it was launched in  the pilot broadcast on March 23, 2007 after being 
inaugurated by the then Minister of Communication Rafi Dakhil. 

Despite this openness to the private sector, the distribution of licenses was 
based on vague and arbitrary criteria based mainly on proximity or proximity to 
the regime, or on the content of programs that were blind to the reality of the po-
litical reality in the country, as confirmed by the output of the “Media  ownership 
Project   in Tunisia”. (Research project from the completion of reporters without 
borders and the Tunisian calligraphy Society). 

The only opposition channel “Tunisian Al-Hiwar” was launched by its then-
owner Taher bin Hussein in 2003 from abroad because of the impossibility of 
obtaining a license within Tunisia.  Tunisians were heading to Arab and inter-
national channels like “Aljazeera”, “Arabic” and French channels in search of 
independent media content that was not controlled by the dictatorial regime at 
that time.  

The revolution contributed to breaking the monopoly of members of Bin Ali’s 
family, its two relatives and those close to his regime for the media scene, as 
the TV channels were numerous and diversified after distributing new licenses.  
Today, the visual media scene contains two public TV channels and about 10 
private channels (a number in continuous change), some of which are not regu-
larly active due to financial difficulties. 

Given its high follow-up ratios relative to the rest of the media, TV channels 
have become a popular destination for a category of political leaders.  A num-
ber of television channels in Tunisia have become directly or indirectly linked 
to politicians or political parties, despite the existence of a legislative basis that 
hates this phenomenon. 

In this context, A group of channels close to Islamists appeared, while offi-
cials and owners a number of other channels’ political trends did not hide their 
affiliations, which were translated in many cases into employing media content 
to gain narrow political gains or supporting certain parties, which made these 
platforms turn into boxes of political and party propaganda during  Electoral 
benefits. 

Nabeel Al-Qirawi, owner of a popular channel, for example, was told that he 
was a member of the leadership of the Nidaa Tounes party, although the HAICA 
law makes a distinction between the two characteristics (political leadership 
and investment in audio and visual media).  He left the party an did not reform 
his legal mistake but rather to establish another political project that became 
clear of its features recently, entitled “the heart of Tunisia” party, ignoring all the 
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issues and problems that he pursued against the backdrop of strong suspicions 
of  tax evasion and the use of his media platform to distort political and ideolo-
gical opponents. 

Osama bin Salem, founder of Al-Zaytoonah and Al-Zaytoonah Hidayah, was 
also partisan and non-politically independent but a leader and a senior official 
in Al-Nahda party in addition to other political missions.  The renaissance televi-
sion TN was linked to an international corporate network that protected  tax ha-
vens to disguise their owners’ identities and obscure their sources of financing. 

For his part, Al-Arabi Nasra, founder of Hanebeel, has employed his channel 
for years to promote his image before he missed his shares in the channel in 
preparation for running for presidency 2014. 

In parallel, the businessman and Free Patriotic Union President Salim Al-Ria-
hi broke into the media field from the gate of Radio Word and then the Tunisian 
channel (the Tunisian dialog later) to support his political presence, face corrup-
tion and money laundering suspicions that followed him and disturb his politi-
cal ambitions.  The southern channel of its current owners, businessman and 
politician Mohammad Al-Ayashi Al-Ogrodi, founder of the Tunisian Movement 
for Freedom and dignity, did not dissume this base either. 

Private radio stations were also a kiss of employment and political invest-

Nabeel karouiArbi nasraOssema ben salem

A number of channels related to politicians and political parties 
are linked, despite the presence of a law attending that
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ment before and after the revolution.  The radio “Shams FM”, accompanied by Sirin 
Bin Ali and her husband, businessman Marwan Al Mabrouk, was a stark example of 
the ruling family’s penetration into the media.  The same is true of “Mosaic FM” radio, 
in which Belhassan Trabelsi owned 13 percent of the shares. 

After confiscating Trabelsi’s share and then turning into it, the businessman re-
placed Belhassan Trabelsi with his share in mosaic. 

Zhara-Tharbasi     (a partner of Belhsin Trabelsi at Carthage Cement), after the re-
volution, chose to experiment with media investment.  This is mainly reflected by the 
fact that it also holds 8 per cent of the shares of Radio Gohar FM. 

Some other emerging broadcasters with a local and regional aspect still have 
unclear sources of funding, so that their editorial lines are changing as electoral 
benefits approach or the composition of the two-month and capital contributors 
changes, most of which are likely to be employed to serve more paid agendas.  

On the other side of the audio-visual media, the less “consumed” written press 
is considered in Tunisia, although 38% of Tunisians confirm the authenticity of the 
information reported by the written media according to INE figures. 

 Most newspaper owners are family companies, most of which are not active in 
other areas except newspapers.  The written press sector developed after the revo-
lution to reach 228 periodicals, but then there was a sort of counting, as many news-
papers stopped because of lack of financial resources or their relation with the old 
regime, according to what is indicated by “the media ownership project in Tunisia”. 

 Today, dozens of titles have been removed from the market and only about 50 
periodicals remain. Since     the Ministry of Communication and  its propaganda arm 
were abandoned the Tunisian  Foreign Liaison Agency ,  the old patrols have lost  
the main part of  its entrance to the continent , which    was granted in   the form of 
donations, aids and declarations in return for   offering obedience and loyalty to the 
authority , whitening its corruption and preventing   its excesses  and crimes. 

 Fallen masters and creating new ones 

 Reflecting  on the media scene  that preceded   the December January 17-14 revo-
lution will not find  it very embarrassing to say that the media organizations that were 
active at that time, in their public and private sectors,  were only part of  or emerging 
from the propaganda system of government . The      opposition parties, like  “the 
Al-Mawkef, the New Road, and citizens, as well  as the Tunisian Al-Hiwar channel”, 
were excluded by some opposition party titles, as well as   by its owners in addition to 
Al-Taher Bin Hussein, Radio 6 owner and the Word broadcast   under the supervision 
of Suham Bin Sadrin. 

  The media landscape was, then, a reflection of the interplay between politics , me-

https://www.iwatch.tn/ar/article/433
https://www.iwatch.tn/ar/article/433
https://www.iwatch.tn/ar/article/433
https://www.iwatch.tn/ar/article/433


45

periodical Daam
 - N°6

dia , and finance that   prevailed .     Only some of the above-  mentioned opposition 
titles survived the specter of employment  , which    had little influence    on public 
opinion owing to the tightening  of their publication  by dictatorship. 

After the revolution, the “stick” of dictatorship fell with it and  the “carrot” of the 
regime fell with it,  and the  old platforms of the   former regime, in addition to  the vast 
majority of  the new platforms, went out looking for a new “master” who continues to 
give it its share  of the “islands”. 

This new Master has often    been - especially during the electoral benefits - taking 
the form of a political party, but      he has often taken the form of a corrupt or     cor-
rupt businessman. The     financial arm of political and party currents has often been 
pushed   to the front to buy media outlets and professionals in order to serve their po-
litical interests in exchange for “safety” or, for example, to convey its “ instrument of 
forgiveness” so that it continues its play in a complete devour of accountability and 
punishment, and Shafiq Al-Jaraiyah, Salim Al-Reahi and Nabil Al-Qrouiis are good 
examples for that.                   

    The main gain in Tunisia’s revolution, with the general assembly of observers,  is 
freedom of expression  in general and freedom of the press  in particular.    The Tu-
nisian elite understood early that freedom of expression, if not  sustained by strong 
and lasting institutions , would be reversed over time or turned into  chaos  at best    
Accordingly, freedom of expression and creativity has been incorporated into the 
Constitution as well as the establishment of the independent audiovisual media 
body,  the public structure  entrusted with  the task of modifying audiovisual media 
institutions    , granting licenses and punishing violators. 

Today, the organization finds itself almost incapable of performing its missions 
after   some mass media,   topped by  a population channel of its king Nabil Al-Qiraui 
, whose  political ambitions are on   the board’s decisions , enquiring   with a party 
“immunity” granted  to it in return for providing  communication services to it during   
the previous election campaigns. 

 Key references: 

The draft ownership of  media in Tu-
nisia 

 National Institute of Statistics 

 Independent High Commission   for 
Audiovisual Communication  (HAICA) 

Organization I Watch 

Enkifada website

Nawah website

 Legal agenda

Northwestern University in Qatar 
(2015), Media use in the Middle 
East 2015 

UNESCO (2012), Assessment of 
Media Development in Tunisia 
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head of the Ethics Committee 
of the National Syndicate of 
Tunisian Journalists

An interview with 
journalist Karim Wannas 
head of the Ethics Committee 
of the National Syndicate of 
Tunisian Journalists

An interview with 
journalist Karim Wannas 
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The public 
has lost 
faith in the 
Tunisian 
media 
and will 
inevitably 
revolt 
against it

Interviewed by Walid Al-Majri

“The media has 
contributed to 
demonizing the 
practice of politics 
and weakening the 
state institutions 
in exchange for 
strengthening 
parallel entities that 
are waiting for the 
country to collapse, 
mafia-type entities 
that only care 
about accumulating 
fortunes and easy 
gains; we should 
reform all these 
defects to reform the 
country” 
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According to your experience in the field of journalism and media 
in general, do you think that the Tunisian media performs its duty 
towards its fans and meets the expectations in the context of pro-
fessionalism, or has it turned into a way to influence and manipulate 
public opinion?

The answer is self-evident and is backed by a set of studies and research .The 
Tunisian public today is completely dissatisfied with what the Tunisian media of-
fers .One of the studies published by the Center for Prospecting Opinions con-
cluded that the percentage of those who are dissatisfied with the Tunisian me-
dia exceeded eighty percent ,whereby the public considers that the media has 
deviated from its basic message and has slipped into a culture of excitement, 
arousing feelings and relying on” Buzz “programs which resulted in objectifica-
tion of media content and its transformation into purely commercial and com-
munication content .The flaw lies in falsifying people’s awareness and promot-
ing a consumption pattern that does not really reflect audience expectations.

Does your position above apply to both public and private media, or 
does each sector have its own characteristics?

The overwhelming media on the scene in Tunisia is the private media .The 
public media is almost exclusively on the national TV channel .The latter can 
also be summarized in the news broadcast ,which still has respectable follow-up 
ratios  because  ,despite  some  occasional  distortions  ,it  still  provides  credible 
material and is far from a culture of excitement and forgery.

Sami fehriNabeel karoui

Anyone who wants 
to talk about the 
media in Tunisia and 
dismantle its system 
must, essentially, 
turn to private media 
institutions, as they 
are the ones that 
create public opinion 
and influence it 
according to their 
narrow private 
interests



49

periodical Daam
 - N°6

Anyone who wants to talk about the media in Tunisia and dismantle its sys-
tem must ,essentially ,turn to private media institutions ,as they are the ones that 
create public opinion and influence it according to their narrow private interests, 
which  usually  intersect  with  the  interests  of  influential  businessmen and  the 
bulk of the political and ideological entities surrounding them .On Nessma and 
Tunisian dialogue channels ,are the best example for that.

The Tunisian dialogue channel ,for example ,was transformed into a platform 
for  daily  attacks  on  the  government  whenever  its  owner  ,Sami  Al-Fihri  ,is  ex-
posed to judicial problems .It is the same thing that Nessma TV has been doing 
for  years  ,as  its  owner  ,Nabil  Karoui  ,who  had  the  second  largest  vote  in  the 
last presidential elections ,has turned it into a flexible tool for settling accounts 
with political opponents in addition to using the channel to attack the symbols 
of the state ,civil  society ,etc .All  of this is taking  place within the sight of the 
concerned authorities ,executive and oversight bodies ,that have been unable 
to find a fundamental legal solution to deter the channel without being at the 
expense of freedom of expression and the press.

As Chairman of the Ethics Committee at the heart of the Tunisian 
Journalists Syndicate, we would like to know the ways and means 
by which you are informed of the abuses committed by journalists or 
press organizations? Is the public communicating with you to report, 
or is the matter subject to the monitoring effort of the Committee?

First ,it is necessary to emphasize that the committee was established since 
 2018during the plenary session of the Press Syndicate ,and the aim behind its 
establishment was to contribute to modifying the media’s scene .We are neither 
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a reporting authority nor a public prosecution ,nor can we in any way impose on 
media organizations what they should pass and what they should not .We do 
not get involved in the editorial line and do not adopt defamation policy.

Our primary mission is to adjust the scene by first playing a mediating role 
among fellow journalists among themselves in order to manage conflicts and 
disputes before their access to justice .In the sense that we play a conciliatory 
role in dissolving disputes and conflicts  and purifying the atmosphere for the 
public  in  the  media  sector  so  that  it  does not  reflect  negatively  on the press 
content so it becomes a material for settling personal accounts .On the other 
hand ,the committee is communicating with the editorial boards in order to draw 
its attention to violations of journalistic ethics .We have relied many times on 
complaints that we have received directly or through social networks ,from the 
general public .Some of these complaints were related to media engagement 
with major national events such as natural disasters ,major road accidents ,and 
coverage of political and electoral stations.

During the beginning of December of ,2019 the Tunisian street was shaken 
by a traffic accident that claimed the lives of at least 29 young men and women. 
The Tunisian street was in mourning ,and was looking  for media content that 
would rise to the moment ,but they were surprised by some private channels, 
especially  the  Tunisian  dialogue channel”  Al-Hiwar  TV ,“as  they  broadcasted 
contents similar to cabarets and discos .It was a catastrophic event for the psy-
che of a large segment of Tunisians who resorted to social  media in order to 
denounce what is being passed on to the media and to demand respect for the 
general state of mourning in the country.

Day after day ,our media proves that it is purely commercial and that the con-
tent it broadcasts does not live up to the expectations of the public .This deep-
ens the gap between the public and the media ,and creates mistrust in the local 
media.

Regarding the “lack of confidence in media” which you referred to, 
do you not think that this situation would undermine the remaining 
democratic transition in Tunisia and legislation to trample on the 
gains of freedom and pluralism?

I will say it frankly ,that the Tunisian public abandoned the local media and 
directed towards the external  media)  French ,major  Arab channels ,etc  (.is  an 
automatic translation of the state of rejection for local media ,which ,as men-
tioned above ,has turned into a flexible tool that politicians and businessmen 
use  to  pass  communication  messages  that  have  contributed  significantly  in 
disrupting the democratic transition and delaying Tunisia’s exit from a state of 
political instability.

What is required here is not to impose prior censorship on the content pro-
duced by the media ,but to apply the law to all violators .There are channels and 
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radio broadcasts without a license ,and others trample all laws and covenants 
regulating the profession of journalism.

It is not possible to talk about democracy and freedoms without talking about 
a free ,transparent ,and serious media that deals with national issues in every 
literal way ,away from the logic of militarism and ideological ,political and cheap 
employment.

The media has contributed to demonizing the practice of politics and weak-
ening the state institutions in exchange for strengthening parallel entities that 
are waiting for the country to collapse ,mafia-type entities that only care about 
accumulating fortunes and easy gains ;we should reform all these defects to re-
form the country .Because the public audience will not remain passive ,but there 
is a day will come when they revolt against this media which is not representing 
them.
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The media's identity 
in the presence of 
hate speech

The media's identity 
in the presence of 
hate speech
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After  the  wave  of  Arab  Spring 
revolutions  at  the  beginning  of 
 2011which  requested  in  its  first 
demands  and  cried  out  for  the 
right of expression for citizens in 
their affairs and the countries ’af-
fairs  without  a  deterrent  author-
ity or  a major force that restricts 
their  freedom  ,and  the  concept 
of  hate  speech  or  discourse 
emerged  in  the  MENA  region 
and it included changes in many 
used inciting  concepts  either  on 
the  ground  or  on  the  traditional 
media and networking  sites of a 
social.  

Hate  speech  to  this  day  does 
not  have  a  specific  and  material 
definition that is agreed upon by 
all countries of the world ,as some 
of  the  definitions  contribute  to 
blocking  knowledge  and  arous-
ing  vagueness  around  the  term, 
and  according  the  Cambridge 
Lexicon defines hate speech as a 
public  discourse  that  directs  ex-
pressions  of  hate  or  incitement 
to  violence  towards  a  person  or 
group  based  on  race  ,color  ,reli-
gion  ,  sexual  identity  ,etc  .Wein-
stein Urban Dictionary goes on to 
describe hate speech as” demon-
ic  “and  at  the  same  time  he  de-
scribes that the passage of spe-
cial  laws to prevent hate speech 
prevents people from expressing 
their opinions towards a particu-
lar person or event.

In  this  sense  and  to  this  day 
the  term  of  hate  speech  a  de-
batable one the world and in the 

Journalistic analysis: 
Ghuda Kafala 
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United  States  America  ,specifically  the  First 
Constitutional  Amendment  ,which  prohib-
its  passing  laws  that  restrict  freedom  of  ex-
pression  or  hinder  the  freedom  of  the  press 
 ,and  thus  it  made  hate  speech  possible  as 
part  of  Freedom  of  expression  unless  these 
expressions or terms lead to criminal acts or 
behaviors  .In  Libya  and  the  countries  of  the 
region this is completely different from how it 
is in the first world countries and beyond the 
Mediterranean ,where hate speech is the pri-
mary means used by many local and regional 
media  outlets  through  public  for  promoting 
some civil  groups or  military categories who 
are trying to support  political  figures  or  spe-
cific  community  characters  at  the  expense 
of  other  parties  ,as  well  as  the  use of  offen-
sive terms used by some individuals ,groups 
and entities .There are many methods of hate 
speech  and  inciting  language  in  the  Libyan 
media ,including:

-Speeches  broadcasted  through  direct  ra-
dio  or  audio  means  :a  speech  in  which  the 
correspondent  at  the  particular  radio  chan-
nel  practices an offensive  speech on certain 
groups  for  national  ,ideological  or  regional 
reasons such as broadcaster of Libya Al-Ha-
dath channel Zakaria Bouhali who threatened 
a caller  on air  telling him that  he is  targeted 
and would be executed once Marshal Khalifa 
Haftar forces enter Tripoli ,and this is consid-
ered a huge media practice violation.

-Comprehensive  radio  or  audio  means 
speech :It  is  the speech in which the speak-
er  directs  generalizable  words  or  phrases  to 
specific  peoples  or  entire  countries  ,such  as 
the media speech directed towards the State 
of  Qatar  ,Saudi  Arabia ,the Emirates ,Turkey, 
Egypt and United States of America.

-Unilateral radio speech or audio :which is a 

However, the 
Libyan media 

has many 
times became 

a partner 
in strategic 

inciting and 
worsening of 
the ongoing 

conflict today 
in Libya 

and also 
contributed to 

empowering 
and creating 
new conflicts 

through 
highlighting 
false news
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speech directed against a particular character ,whether political ,religious, 
or public or sportive ... etc . .Such as : the incitingspeech against the Mufti 
Sheikh Al-Sadiq al - Gharyani , the former National Congress Chairman 
Muhammad al -Maqrif ,the current Prime Minister ,al-Sarraj ,and Marshal 
Khalifa Haftar ... etc.

Media means in Libya are public platforms that provide content that is 
relatively  inaccurate in  many situations ,as there are some means that 
depend in its sources on social media pages and accounts on network-
ing  sites  which  are  not  normally  eligible  for  press  services  ,also  some 
Libyan  television  channels  steal  or  plagiarize  through  displaying  and 
broadcasting some articles and content prepared by other individuals or 
entities such as stealing some videos and using them within the material 
presented by the channel , and thus these radio platforms are unreliable 
sources and what  they carry  out  is  inconsistent  with  the accuracy  and 
professionalism of free and fair media practices.

Between the various methods of inciting language used on traditional 
media and social media ,there are various forms which contributed to en-
riching that content such as defamatory campaigns through publishing 
photos ,videos or private recordings for example the incident of publish-
ing the private photos of former Prime Minister Ali Zeidan and defama-
tion of the former head of General National Congress Nouri Abusahmain, 
this  normally  happens  within  a  breach  of  the  profession’s  basics  and 
press ethics.

There is also the organized electronic or media attack , such as direct 
coverage  or  stigma  through  the  weekly  program  broadcast  on  Libya’s 
Al-Ahrar channel which hosts Mr .Noman Benotman ,Head of the Quilliam 

Professional breaches Professional breaches

153 daily breaches of Libyan TV channels in 2017
)Professional fallacies in covering direct events, expressions of violence and direct incitement(

 17%
Of the content provided

 41%
Of the content provided
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International Foundation ,which continues 
to  be  broadcasted  almost  throughout  the 
weekly period for more than four hours on 
air  ,  where  guest  uses  expressions  of  in-
sult  ,sarcasm and ridicule  to  attack  many 
Libyan  individuals  and  international  per-
sonalities  which have played a big role in 
circulating  hate  speech  through  general 
threats  or  private  threats  .  They  also  use 
bargaining or bartering in exchange for not 
publishing  confidential  or  personal  infor-
mation related to an individual or a group 
or  in  another  words”  in  exchange  for  not 
compromising.“

However  ,the  Libyan  media  has  many 
times  became a  partner  in  strategic  incit-
ing  and  worsening  of  the  ongoing  con-
flict  today  in  Libya  and  also  contributed 
to empowering and creating new conflicts 
through highlighting false news or events 
that  never  occurred  or  exaggerating  in 
numbers  of  fallen  victims  during  certain 
events or giving justifications  for  violence 
by showing the heroicness of certain par-
ties  and  the  demonization  of  others  ,and 
this is an direct contradiction to the basics 
of traditional or digital media.

On the other hand ,many journalists be-
lieve that freedom of expression cannot be 
restricted to terms such as hate speech or 
the  language  of  incitement  and  violence, 
as  this  hinders  the  expression  of  public 
and  private  opinion  about  specific  issues 
or problems ,and this is what many of them 
describe as objective criticism of many in-
cidents  and  issues  of  public  opinion  ,and 
thus they believe that  freedom of  expres-
sion  contributed  to  dealing  with  these  is-
sues and revealing aspects of corruption in 
them.

Here freedom 
of expression 

stands at 
crossroads 

where many 
people find 

it difficult 
to describe 
or interpret 

as what 
one person 
consider as 
freedom of 
expression 
other may 

consider it as 
a violation of it 
and vice versa.



57

periodical Daam
 - N°6

Likewise  ,it is not possible to disregard the explicit attempts to issue 
threats ,in which the program host direct statements that attack individ-
uals and prevent them from expressing their opinion on air ,whether by 
alleging that the lost connection to the call  or  through closing it  inten-
tionally ,and this contradicts with the citizens ’right to express their views 
through visual and audio press and radio outlets and reflects the extent 
of  the  directed  media’s  dogmatism which  is  influenced  by  non-neutral 
entities or funds coming from beyond borders and seas .Indeed , accord-
ing to the latest report for the year 2017 which was issued by the Libyan 
Center for Freedom of the press ,there are approximately 153 violations 
committed daily on the television Libyan channels ,which varies between 
professional  fallacies in  direct  coverage of  events  ,  expressions of  and 
direct incitement of violence ,as Tanasuh Libyan TV was among the first 
channels to have the greatest deal of professional violations committed, 
as it 41%  of its presented content is filed with stigmatization and stereo-
typing and posting pictures of the dead and their families ,and this is a 
flagrant violation for the right persons to agree to publish photos or not,  
we should also note the negative role played by Mufti Al-Sadiq Al-Ghary-
ani through his program which is broadcasted on Tansasuh TV channel 
had a great impact on fueling the crisis on the ground through religious 
arguments or fatwas that have contributed to the participation of waves 
of youth in armed groups and war arenas.

Caricature depicts the ideological and political polarization that dominates Libyan media - Iwan Libya
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Al-Hadath  TV  channel  was  ranked  second  with  17%  as  they  broad-
casted the statements of some of the prisoners and fighters  across its 
screen ,as well as pictures of some of the dead and described them with 
the strongest terms such as humiliation ,stigma and mockery ,and in3 rd 
place came Libya News Channel as it launched a series of arbitrary de-
tention  and  willful  killings  threats  which  is  a  criminal  violation  against 
humanity.

This report reveals to us the extent of the media’s intolerance in favor 
of its financiers and its adopted ideologies ,as these channels are con-
sidered  the  main  contributor  to  wars  or  conflicts  on  the  ground  which 
would not have occurred if they were absent.

All  aforementioned cases contradict  with freedom of  expression for-
mally and substantially ,as this kind of language authorizes fighters on 
battling grounds to commit crimes ,abuses and violations in the name of 
religion or for the sake of their tribe or party which they follow. 

Here freedom of expression stands at crossroads where many people 
find  it  difficult  to  describe or  interpret  as  what  one person consider  as 
freedom of expression other may consider it as a violation of it and vice 
versa.

As for another issue  ,one of the broadcasters mentioned the names 
and titles of individuals he considers enemies of the General Command of 
the armed forces in the eastern region and incited to kill them on air and 
to target their families ,children and the people who are loyal to them ,this 
is considered to be a direct use of inciting  language and mobilizing peo-
ple against them , as the descriptions were used to describe them were 
ones that stripped them of their humanity ,such as words like slaves and 
mercenaries and also descriptions of animals like rats and mice ... etc. . 

The incompetent undermining handling of sensitive issues by Libyan 
media professionals such as mentioning certain names and tribes is a 
great threat to the social fabric of society which is decaying due to past 
and  present  media  wars  as  many  media  professionals  got  involved  in 
the midst of ideologization and politicization which certain parties and 
states pushed towards it and interfering directly in Libyan internal affairs. 

As the excesses and violations committed by Libyans are a series of 
cultural  accumulations resulting from fragile  and non-subjective  ideas, 
these fragile ideas have created a bundle of political ,ideological or intel-
lectual stereotypes regarding differences , so once we are certain that we 
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can confront  these differences  through free media  in  this  time ,distant 
offensive  tools  gets  used  immediately  ,and  this  experimental  accumu-
lation has cognitive remnants that are the main reason for the negative 
handling of many geopolitical and social issues. 

The negative experimental accumulation of a large group of contempo-
rary Libyan media ,loaded with informational and ethical disinformation, 
has a direct impact on the democratic transition ,which is a key stage in 
the process of political reform within changing or transitional societies. 
These breaches are a series of obstacles that prevent the positive han-
dling of Libya’s transition and thus stop completely advancement toward 
the passage to a free democratic transition  .One of the main functions 
that the media must have is to facilitate is decision-making ,as the me-
dia is capable of having a real influence on political decision-making or 
imposing  it  or  even  preventing  it  from  being  followed  by  the  following 
audience .This takes place either through positive decision-making that 
serves  the  society  and  the  public  ,such  as  opening  files  of  corruption 
and public opinion issues ,which are useful and positive for the public ,or 
which are negatively addressed by pushing parties away from other par-
ties or hiding certain personalities .This ,in turn ,is contrary to the moral 
message that an honest media must ensure. 

The  range  of  experimental  accumulations  that  it  has  entered  and  is 
still undergoing in the Libyan media is a natural product of the existing 
dogmatism ,on which the mass media ,in  their  general  view ,are  called 
for democratic change .The changes on the ground and in parallel with 
the foreign policy - with the neighboring countries that are described as 
friends and allies of Libya - play an important role in turning the media 
discourse from a solid one to a soft one that matches the current circum-
stances .Also ,the material submitted periodically is another variable data 
according to ideological changes and political priorities. 

It is not hidden that ideological differences in Libyan media are an add-
ed media and public value if they are properly employed ,but an opposite 
of the concept of proper media ideology has been employed ,which has 
set these channels as platforms for slowing the transition toward political 
democracy and nation-building and running for presidential and parlia-
mentary elections  .Media ideology has not  only  misled the amount  of 
excessive support for its parties ,and has turned a blind eye to its media 
or public accountability through its platforms and channels .On the con-
trary ,it has contributed to concealing facts and files  from the audience 

Anti-hate speech published by the Libyan Ministry of Interior
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involved  and  violating  every  ethics  of  the  press  and  media  profession 
in  pushing for  public  affairs  reform and a  democracy of  opinion  .Hate 
speech driven by political ,intellectual ,or historical reasons also extend-
ed  to  alternative  or  digital  media  -  through social  media  ,many)  digital 
toxins (were broadcast .Through pages of Libyan media ,including pho-
tographs of torture of bodies and the use of terms that are evidence of 
actual violence ,persecution and incitement against minorities and vul-
nerable groups. 

The Libyan media and a post-revolutionary shifted from the cognitive 
inertia and the dictatorial political constraints of the Gaddafi era and the 
false government trumpets and voices to a period of laxity filled with hate 
messages ,during which even defenders of freedom of expression point-
ed out that direct hate speech required private and rapid treatment Espe-
cially those that are not measured within the marketplace of ideas. 

It is worth mentioning that challenging the religious authorities of some 
clerics or the established beliefs of some people and exploiting them to 
cause political confusion or wars driven by extremist religious thought is 
a guaranteed freedom of expression and is not subject to legal control. 
For example ,the bitter criticisms that hit the highest religious authority in 
Libya) Libyan Fatwa House (The criticism is based on a genuine desire to 
change the exploitation based on the) religious immunity (and the mass 
base of the Mufti and his men ,and the criticism and expression of politi-
cians on the media considered it a hate speech directed at them ,while a 
constructive expression guaranteed to all .Officials and statesmen view 
such criticism as a kind of hate speech as a pretext for silencing media 
men and for impunity  .There are also no specific legal limits to the pro-
tection of  confidentiality  by journalists  ,since there are no real  guaran-
tees that the media will cease to expose public and political figures and 
that any obligation to maintain personal confidentiality is nothing more 
than the conduct of the media as a matter of morality. 

The  media  are  less  aware  and  more  puzzled  in  their  daily  response. 
They are led by individuals governed by certain backgrounds ,interlinked 
and unrelated to domestic politics ,without the news values and interna-
tional political systems of some media subjugate the tribe as a political 
tool that is more important than a state’s support for the event We are 
trying to strengthen this aspect and strengthen these tribal bodies more 
than  anything  else   .For  example  ,hate  speech  driven  by  tribal  intoler-
ance is defined  as a logical  consequence of the range of experimental 
accumulations of information or the media ,because it is therefore linked 
to  domestic  politics  and  tribal  influence  much  more  than  foreign  poli-
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cy .This would implicitly affect Libya’s transition to a modern and civilian 
state  .In addition to the fact that the government has not yet done so, 
it  has  not  yet  done so .Etc   .Not  to  mention the unserious attempts  at 
political  polarization  in  Libya  ,it  precludes  direct  access  to  an  election 
event that is popularly and internationally expected .Many Libyan media 
are trying to convince public  opinion that  elections are an integral  and 
difficult  event  ,with  security  chaos ,widespread weapons ,and a  lack  of 
elites leading the election to safety - the right thing to do in its fear and 
its content ,but its results are wrong .Political procrastination through the 
media to reach the elections by marketing the idea of the wrong timing 
is an effective contribution to prolonging the transition and the spread of 
the state’s absence further and consequently the complications of this 
disease increase day after day. 

While  the  existing  media  forces  are  the  same  balance  through  the 
number of counter channels ,modes of supply and inference used ,as well 
as  sources  of  internal  and  external  financing  ,this  makes  the  negative 
media  situation  so  long  as  the  funds  provided  for  these  channels  and 
broadcasts remain in a state of unproductive condition) political invest-
ment in the media .(Which accompanies any regional or global change 
 -for example ,Channel ,218 which claims its neutrality or its support for 
liberal values in the establishment of the rule of law and the Constitution, 
also has certain external and ideological support that it cannot be neutral 
for as long as) the media deal is under contract (This does not make the 
media channel guilty ,but it makes it under investigation and condition-
al professional binding  .On the other hand ,Libya’s free channel ,which 
attributes  itself  to  the  small  and  the  biggest  supporting  incubator  ,the 
State of Qatar ,which is mentioned by the free Libyan media as a sponsor 
and contribution to solving the Libyan conflict and reuniting the Libyan 
parties. 

The real  crossroads at  which  Libya’s  current  media  stand is  a  series 
of conceptual disorders of a culture of peace ,moderation ,and peaceful 
coexistence among all Libyan components – today’s media is a woman 
of what is happening on the ground ,a means of verbal and visual expres-
sion available to them to dump all the troubled concepts that some) and 
not all (possess .Through these platforms ,the results from today’s hate 
speech are clear and measurable: 

 A  tribal  conflict  based  on  a  political  military  and  parliamentary  quota, 
and this is the reason for the idea that exclusion is not based on the lack 
of qualifications  and characteristics for political participation ,but the ex-
clusion was based on previous tribal relics. 
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 engaging in using extraneous violent terms such as stigmatization ,ex-
change of charges without clear evidence ,clear condemnation of media 
values ,and immediate transfer of physical battles to offensive media bat-
tles on television ,led by him in what he calls the media elite and parlia-
mentary leaders. 

 The transition political  process has been attracted ,drawn ,and moved 
into advanced struggles – that would have not existed in case of acceler-
ating election access ,such as the political division of executive and parlia-
mentary governments ,financial institutions ,etc. 

 External escalation ,tension between the parties currently in conflict and 
the task  of  finding  solutions satisfactory to all  parties is difficult   .These 
results highlight the fact that the language used in media is the solution 
to the ideal  political  solution .Among the features and characteristics of 
the typical  media frameworks  ,language is  the way to deliver  messages 
of ending wars ,conflicts and political differences  .Thus ,we can summa-
rize  that  hate  speech ,whatever  it  still  shares  and shares  it  directly  with 
freedom of expression ,but it contributed directly to the aggravation of the 
Libyan crisis in the media and on the ground ,and that describing the quick 
treatments of this speech is the accurate diagnosis of the motives of each 
group for using it .In diagnosis ,we can learn about treatment and preven-
tive action whether it is through laws that control this speech and the strict 
punishment policy of those who lag behind it ,or even through intensive 
training programs for them and their contribution to the development of 
the above-mentioned laws ,or even through the establishment of an ob-
servatory that assesses and monitors professional breaches on the media. 

 Finally  –  despite  the  provisions of  the  International  Covenant  on Civil 
and  political  Rights  ,in  which  any  claim  of  political  ,national  or  religious 
hatred  that  incites  inequality  and  violence  against  others  is  prohibited, 
the cycle of conflict in Libya remains a continuous process ,with the main 
thrust of the resulting media and critical dialogues. 
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How do you see the legislative framework for media changes in Lib-
ya after the 17th of February Revolution?

-To date, no new laws concerning the press and media have been issued in 
Libya. Only laws which allow freedom of the press release that were out of order 
during Gaddafi’s days were activated. I also did not hear or know of any impor-
tant and influential arrangements in organizing the media situation after the 
revolution.

What is your assessment of what happened to the official media, 
and were there attempts to move towards a public media?

Ahmed  El-Fitouri)  born  (1955  is  a  writer  ,novelist  ,owner  and  editor  of  the 
”Al-Mayadeen “weekly  ,which was published between May 2011 and Septem-
ber 2014 in Benghazi .He is currently residing in Cairo .He contributes through 
writing regular articles in the Libyan newspaper and website ,Al-Wasat .He was 
a prisoner of conscience for about ten years ,during the time of Colonel Muam-
mar Gaddafi1978 and in ,1988 he   released and gained many experiences in the 
cultural  press in Libya .In this interview ,which was conducted specifically  for 
”DAAM “periodical in July 2019 and it was an opportunity to explore his views 
on the reality of the media in his country after the revolution as he visits its cit-
ies until now.
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We were forbidden from 
talkingº so we started 
screaming

Libyan journalist Ahmed Al-Fitouri:

Interviewed by Karem Yahya

-The official media was automatically liberated after the revolution, with the 
collapse of Gaddafi’s authority. But in the end, things were fixed as they used 
to be. State media remained affiliated with the interim transitional authority. Pe-
rhaps what is new here is that you can issue a newspaper, and radio broadcasts 
are allowed by interpreting the press law. As for press publications, about 365 
new editions were issued between 2011 and 2012.

Has there been any shift in the relationship between the state’s au-
thority and the official media?

-There has already been a discussion about shifting official media into public 
media, but it has fallen short of practical results. And of course there was a mo-
vement within the official media institutions to discuss their transformation into 
public media. There was a kind of openness to radio performance, for example. 
I think that what happened to these institutions have witnessed a case of ran-
dom self-liberation in the beginning as a consequence for the erosion of state 
power and the disintegration of these media institutions relationship with the 
interim authorities before returning to a dependent relationship.

Can you brief us on the “Al-Mayadeen”’s weekly expereince as an 
example of what happening in the press scene after the revolution?

-Al-Mayadeen was distributed all over Libya. It was issued in Benghazi and 
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the copies were being transported by aero planes and if air traffic is disturbed. 
We send to distributors in major cities and from there to less important cities 
and villages. The newspaper has a maximum circulation of 10,000 copies. It is 
a good number for a week. We did not have much financial burden. Most of the 
work is voluntary; we were not having financial troubles, as prepaid contribu-
tions helped us to keep going on, we had around 1,000 subscription, and ex-
penses was not really a burden as the printer owner was really going easy on us.

What is the best distribution number achieved by the Libyan news-
papers after the revolution?

-The maximum distribution number achieved by the Libyan newspaper is 
what “Libya Newspaper” which is issued by the Ministry of media and Culture 
and that number was 20 - thousand copies. But it is distributed mainly to the 
state institutions, while we in “Al-Mayadeen” were targeting people directly as 
we distributed even in villages and we also gain accessed the Libyan reader in 
Tunisia.

Was there an advertising market and did you have a share of it?

-Some organizations supported us with advertisements due to the newspa-
per’s success.

What were the red lines facing Al-Mayadeen?

-We did not feel that we are facing any red lines except the authority of the 
streets.

Why did Al-Mayadeen stop, despite the success you’re talking 
about?

-The newspaper was suspended in 2014 because the distributing driver who 
distributes its copies was attacked in Misrata.

How do you generally assess the role of the media in Libya after the 
revolution regarding the transition to democracy?

-  Before the country did not have real media. It was propaganda and publi-
cations but we had no press. Therefore, when the situation in the country was 
changed widely, the professional and unprofessional media appeared strongly. 
I remember that an early of (BBC) said that Libya has taken great steps on the 
road to press freedom. And that was true as we started from scratch, of course 
there were and will continue to be errors in the practice of the media, its begin-
ners’ mistakes, but the scene in general resembles a positive development in 
press freedom and elections.
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Have the media in Libya been able to develop mechanisms for 
self-adjustment and for the sake of professionalism?

- I was against promulgating a press honor code in Libya; because of the 
overpowering forces were conservatives and Islamists and I said that we should 
have an honorable profession first and then legislate a code for it later and there 
is no need for setting early restrictions on press.

There is a perception that suggests that Libya does not have today a 
media outlet that operates on a national level and covers the entire 
country because of the fighting and division... What do you think?

- We have probably the UAE-backed TV channel “218”, it has reporters 
throughout Libya who perform amazingly and follow thoroughly local news 
even at the level of countryside villages.  And that did not happen before in the 
history of Libya.

Here, electronic technologies helped to overcome the Libyan division, as well 
as the nature of Libya as a country with long borders. But actually there is no 
national newspaper now in Libya. National newspapers are dead. Today there 
is no newspaper that can be classified as No. 1 in Libya due to the security si-
tuation.         

Are radio stations becoming the most important outlet among me-
dia’s outlets in Libya?
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- No... I personally consider that TV is nu-
mber 1, 2 and 3 and then come social media 
and radio in rank.  

National Libyan Radio was unable to de-
velop itself and attract audience and I think 
that private radio broadcasting defeated it 

We have to look beyond politics here, as 
now in Libya, there are television and radio 
stations that are concerned mainly with so-
cial, cultural and artistic interests. This is 
what attracts the general population of Li-
byans as these subjects go beyond political 
divisions that are reflected in media broad-
casting and political opinion programs. This 
is an important development for the media 
in Libya.         

How do you see the most prominent 
general features of the new media 
scene in Libya?

- First, I noticed that most of the current 
employees in the Libyan media are youth 
and they occupy leadership positions in 
various media outlets. Secondly, there is 
a professional development related to the 
profession due to excessive training and 
transferring experiences. We had before the 
revolution a Media College in Benghazi and 
another one was established in Tripoli du-
ring Gaddafi’s reign. But the development we 
are witnessing right now is due to excessive 
training courses and the contribution of re-
gional and international organizations. The 
third feature is that when you are forbidden 
from talking you begin to scream. We have 
to understand this when it comes to Libyans. 
But, of course, there are those who intend to 
continue hate speech, including the Muslim 
Brotherhood. We indeed have a hate speech 
but I do not consider it overwhelming, as it 
is declining and people no longer care about 
it. We have to realize the significance of the 
Islamist’ loss of the three elections held in 
Libya between 2011 and 2012.         

I was against 
promulgating 
a press honor 
code in Libya; 
because of the 
overpowering 

forces were 
conservatives 
and Islamists 

and I said that 
we should have 

an honorable 
profession 

first and then 
legislate a code 

for it later and 
there is no need 
for setting early 

restrictions on 
press.
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What is the position of the Journalists and Media Professionals’ Syn-
dicate in Libya after the revolution?

- There were already several syndicates and organizations established But 
it remained weak and divided as a result of the political crisis and the civil war.   
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Hate speech in Tunisian media:
About the stereotyping of 
bodies and ideas  
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Introduction  

The  rise  of  hate  speech  and  in-
citement  to  violence  can  be  sim-
plified  in  the  Socio-Cultural  trend 
based  on  the  idea  of  denying  the 
other  .Dominant groups or a dom-
inant regime seek to deny the oth-
er by creating fragile social models 
that  are  easy  to  control   .Perhaps 
the most prominent model around 
which  the  idea  of  exile  revolves  is 
the” outcast model  “.This model of 
exclusion  that  can  be  stigmatized 
is  the product  of  patriarchal  domi-
nation ,which in turn is a complicat-
ed social product  .They make their 
own ostracized rhetoric inspired by 
literature  that  abolishes  the  oth-
er  and  move  toward  a  dominant 
trend seeking to reshape bodies by 
shunting the idea that it is a tool of 
political action and protest  .There-
fore  ,hate  speeches  that  have  in-
vaded  screens  ,newspaper  pages 
and websites focus their  attention 
on women ,sexual  and gender  mi-
norities through stigmatization and 
normalization  with  violencet  and 
incitement to committing it.  

Hate  speeches  include  harming 
human  dignity  ,calling  for  killing  and 
moral revenge ,discrimination ,humil-
iation ,retribution ,indignation ,infidel-
ity  ,and  stigmatization   .According  to 
the  professional  ethics  observatory 
in  the  updated  written  and  electron-
ic  press  within  the  National  Union  of 
Tunisian  Journalists  ,hate  speech  is 
considered“  every  text  regardless  of 
its  size  ,made  through  any  means  of 
direct  or  indirect  reporting  .D that  in-
cludes  abuse  ,insult  ,misdemeanor, 
inferiority  or  disloyalty  of  a  person  or 
group based on race ,religion ,political 

Reem Ben Rajab 
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or geographic affiliation ,color ,language ,sex ,nature of occupation or appearance  .It 
also  calls  for  discrimination  and superiority  over  others  on racial  ,sectarian  or  simi-
lar  grounds  ,and  any  call  for  hostility  to  immigrants  and  minorities  or  for  incitement 
to  derogation  from their  rights  .It  is  also  any  humiliating  metaphor  or  or  expression 
against  individuals  and  groups   ”.Chapter  52  of  Decree No. 115 on  freedom  of  the 
press ,printing and publication states that“ :Anyone who directly advocates by means 
acts described in chapter 50 of this Decree inciting hatred between races ,religions or 
the population shall be punished by imprisonment from one to three years and fined 
from one to two thousand dinars ,and the same  incitement of discrimination ,1the use 
of hostile means or violence or the dissemination of discriminatory racial ideas.” 

International treaties and laws agree that everyone must enjoy his or her civil and 
political  rights  and  public  and  individual  freedoms  without  discrimination  or  distinc-
tion  .Most of these treaties addressed the dilemma of hate speech ,where article,20  
paragraph2 , of the International Covenant on Civil and political Rights states: “Any 
advocacy of national ,racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrim-
ination ,hostility or violence is prohibited by law .”In accordance with the International 
Convention on the Elimination  of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, it is considered 
that“ any publication of ideas based on racial superiority or hatred ,any incitement to 
racial discrimination and any act of violence against any race or group of another color 
or ethnic origin ;Any assistance to racist activities ,including their financing ,is also a 
punishable offense“  ”.Racial discrimination ”means any discrimination ,exclusion ,re-
striction or preference based on race ,color ,descent or national or ethnic origin ,which 
aims  or  entails  the  denial  ,enjoyment  or  exercise  of  human  rights  and  fundamental 
freedoms on an equal basis ;In the political ,economic ,social or cultural field or in any 
other field of public life  .Article 19 also took care of the growing hate speech in the me-
dia within the so-called ”Camden Principles“, where hatred was defined as“ :A state 
of  mind  characterized  by  sharp  and  irrational  animosities  of  hostility  ,stigmatization 
and contempt toward the group or person inciting against it ”,calling on all countries to 
1- Chapter 50 of  Decree No. 115 states that incitement to violence and hatred can be made either through speeches, sayings or 

threats in public places, or through publications, photos, engravings, symbols, or in any of the written or illustrated forms offered 

for sale or for public consideration in Public places or public meetings, either by means of comments and advertisements or 

displayed for public view, or by any means of the audio-visual and electronic media.. 

work for the benefit of the individual and not the community, for the sense, not 
the mind, for the individual, and not for the universality. These three features are 
synaptic in the new pillars that will determine the nature of the dominant discourse, 
and the usefulness of its bearer. At the same time, they provide an individual strate-
gy and the imbalance of the collective system that is no longer in need of rules, 
issues or a conceptual payload.

Régis Debray
French philosopher

https://www.wipo.int/edocs/lexdocs/laws/ar/tn/tn053ar.pdf
http://of the International Covenant on Civil and political Rights states
https://www.un.org/ar/events/torturevictimsday/assets/pdf/325_PDF1.pdf
https://www.un.org/ar/events/torturevictimsday/assets/pdf/325_PDF1.pdf
https://www.un.org/ar/events/torturevictimsday/assets/pdf/325_PDF1.pdf
https://www.un.org/ar/events/torturevictimsday/assets/pdf/325_PDF1.pdf
https://www.un.org/ar/events/torturevictimsday/assets/pdf/325_PDF1.pdf
https://www.un.org/ar/events/torturevictimsday/assets/pdf/325_PDF1.pdf
https://www.un.org/ar/events/torturevictimsday/assets/pdf/325_PDF1.pdf
https://www.un.org/ar/events/torturevictimsday/assets/pdf/325_PDF1.pdf
https://www.un.org/ar/events/torturevictimsday/assets/pdf/325_PDF1.pdf
https://www.un.org/ar/events/torturevictimsday/assets/pdf/325_PDF1.pdf
https://www.un.org/ar/events/torturevictimsday/assets/pdf/325_PDF1.pdf
https://www.un.org/ar/events/torturevictimsday/assets/pdf/325_PDF1.pdf
https://www.un.org/ar/events/torturevictimsday/assets/pdf/325_PDF1.pdf
https://www.un.org/ar/events/torturevictimsday/assets/pdf/325_PDF1.pdf
https://www.un.org/ar/events/torturevictimsday/assets/pdf/325_PDF1.pdf
http://www.amnestymena.org/ar/Magazine/Issue16/camdenprinciples.aspx
http://www.amnestymena.org/ar/Magazine/Issue16/camdenprinciples.aspx
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adopt legislation that criminalizes inflammatory rhet-
oric  .Through  this  brief  presentation  of  the  concept 
of  hate speech domestically  and internationally  ,we 
note that there is no uniform and consistent definition 
of  hate  speech  that  remains  problematic  for  some, 
especially since these definitions have not referred to 
the boundaries between freedom of expression and 
hate speech that can serve as a cover for repression 
and restriction  .This paper therefore wants to break 
up  hate  speech  in  the  media  by  understanding  its 
mechanics  and  focusing  on  understanding  and  an-
alyzing  those  directed  ,especially  against  women, 
sexual minorities and gender minorities in Tunisia.  

Media and manipulating minds 

We can only understand the structure and manifesta-
tions of hate speech by understanding the structure of the 
media that broadcast these speeches with their symbolic 
violence  .The media has the power to guide and reshape 
opinions  and  positions  within  its  political  direction  and 
line  ,producing  hegemonic  letters  that  the  recipient  can 
easily adopt and reproduce based on his background and 
without  awareness  of  their  seriousness   .The  media  in-
fluence the vision of  the individual  for  himself  ,for  others 
and for the community ,they are able to develop and role-
play it  through repetitive ,condensing and muse-making 
rhetoric  .The French philosopher Régis Debray consid-
ers  that  the media“  work  for  the benefit  of  the individual 
and  not  the  community  ,for  the  sense  ,not  the  mind  ,for 
the  individual  ,and  not  for  the  universality   .These  three 
features are synaptic in the new pillars that will determine 
the nature of the dominant discourse ,and the usefulness 
of its bearer  .At the same time ,they provide an individual 
strategy and the imbalance of the collective system that 
is no longer in need of rules ,issues or a conceptual pay-
load 2 ”.We can go a long way in analyzing what Debray 
said more than thirty years ago by asking a fundamental 
question“ :Does media thinks  ”?In fact ,the media ,spe-
cifically television ,are biased toward watching rather than 
attempting  to  destroy  traditional  intellectual  structures 
and  to  carry  out  excavations  to  produce  real  value  and 
meaning  .The media“ is driven by the logic of the thumbs 
2- Pascal, Boniface, The False Intellectuals: The Media Victory of  Lying 

News, translated by Abd al-Rahman Meziane, Ibn al-Nadim Publishing and 

Distribution, Dar al-Rawafid Cultural, Algeria-Beirut, 2015, p. 27

«Any advocacy 
of national, 
racial or 
religious hatred 
that constitutes 
incitement to 
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hostility or 
violence is 
prohibited by 
law»

Article 20, paragraph 
2, of the International 
Covenant on Civil and 
political Rights states
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up behind more public interest )...( and does not accept too much the expression of thought3” 
because it looks for the emergency ,the immediate ,urgent and exciting“ the odies ”that have 
become a hegemonic power  .The French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu comments on this point: 
“One of the major problems that television poses is the problem of the relationships between 
thinking and speed  .Can you think about gasping ideas quickly  ?Is not television condemned 
for creating“ instant thinkers ,”when it gives the talk to thinkers who have been forced to think 
more quickly  ?Thinkers must think faster than they do ...think through“ common ideas  ”.The 
“dominant and common ideas ”about which Flaubert spoke,they are those that are accept-
ed  by  everyone  ,trivial  ,vulgar  ,traditional  ,centrist  ,and  common  ,are  also  those  that  when 
received feels  as  if  they  have already  been accepted so  that  there  is  no  place to  raise  the 
problem  of  receiving  and  making  a  sense  afterwards  4  ”.Television  eliminates  our  ability  to 
think ,criticize ,and think about accountability ,for it is the ultimate truth holder ,thus ensuring 
that it“ tracts to the market of certainty 5 ”.The dominant media rely on“ experts ”in the illusion 
industry ,the disseminating of fallacies and the production of inciting speeches ,relying on the 
inability  of  the  receiving  part  of  audience  to  form  an  opinion  or  position  on  a  case  .People 
are looking for easy location with or against stress and thought and that is what media offer: 
Ready-made ideas ,ready-made situations ,ready-made analyzes ,ready-made proposals, 
ready-made point of view  .Thus ,the prevailing ideas form the dominant trend that dominates 
the knowledge and value system forms  .In the process of guidance ,the media rely not only on 
the inability of some to produce a decisive opinion or position ,but also on those pre-prepared 
ideas that represent the stable land upon which the majority stands  .Let us ask the following 
question :Why do people read this newspaper alone or watch this program alone or hear this 
radio  alone  ?Because  they  find  themselves  among  the  speeches  produced  by  the  media, 
whose views are based in large part on practical ethics or the ethics of the class ,as Pierre 
Bourdieu calls it ,in a very brief ,on their value and belief system linked to their social ,economic 
and cultural surroundings.  

Let us be more pragmatic and talk about Tunisia’s dominant media ,which since 2011 has 
established false convictions for recipients ,linking the left to blasphemy and aversion ,sexual 
freedom with homosexuality and moral decay ,women’s liberation and equality with a tragic 
plot to target Islamic identity  .All these fallacies are the banner of hate speech ,which relies on 
dodgy tactics and strategies ,with the deliberate absence of genuine intellectuals and thinkers, 
whose task is to“ break down stereotypes and reductive generalizations that impose severe 
restrictions  on  human  thought  and  communication  among  human  beings  6  ”.Let’s  take  the 
example  of  Al-SADA  ,one  of  the  most  prominent  websites  that  incite  violence  and  hatred, 
according to the 2016 report of the Ethics Observatory on written and electronic press  .7On 

3- Pierre Bourdieu, Television and Mechanisms for Manipulating Minds, Translated and Presented by Darwish Al-Halouji, Kanaan 

Publishing House, Damascus, 2004, pp. 33 and 65

4- Ibid, pp. 65 and 66

5- French researcher Pascal Boniface in his book “False Intellectuals” mentioned within the approved references

6 - Edward, Saeed, Intellectuals and Power, a translation by Muhammad Mannai, A Vision for Publishing and Distribution, Cairo, 

2006, p. 19

7- In this report, the Professional Ethics Observatory worked on 19 media outlets from the written and electronic press, and 

during six months of monitoring, 5007 violations were recorded, of which 267 were violations of hate speech, 146 were violations 

of daily paper newspapers in the Arabic and French languages and 15 violations of Weekly,  newspapers 106 breaches of electronic 

newspapers, and 8 breaches of two private radio sites and a single breach of the location of a private television channel. The report 

revealed that the Arabic-language daily newspapers published the highest percentage of breaches (50 percent), most of which 

were reported in Al-Dameer newspaper, with a percentage reached 22.83 percent. As for websites, Al-Sada received the highest 
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February ,2016 ,2 they published an article entitled“ Ig-
norant but yet they are university students with only ex-
cludible thoughts ,”in which the writer attacks the mod-
ernist educated elite ,which reads as follows“ :They are 
ignorant ,but they are university students and teachers, 
carrying only left-wing exclusivity ,and never condemn-
ing except ideological extremism ,and never believe in 
closeness or dialogue as well ,and that they believe in it 
(hypocrisy )some of their speeches  .The fact that they 
have crossed the border and preceded them outside the 
country is a good proof of  this cheap mentality ,...their 
ignorance  harm  citizens  .Citizens  only  see  their  bad 
behaviors ,the cacophony of thought and words“  .They 
are used to talk in the morning and on Sunday evening 
in shameful media outlets which praise their ignorance, 
they are hosted by media corrupt teams that often don’t 
understand  what  they  are  saying  ”,)...(  he  said   .This 
passage resembles all the clichés ,generalizations ,and 
demonizing the left and describing each person holding 
a different thought form what is typical and familiar as a 
devil   .In  the same context  of  demonizing all  channels 
are involved ,among thos channels is“ Al-Insan ”chan-
nel  which  prompted  the  Independent  High  Authority 
for  Audiovisual  Communication“  HAICA  ”to  interfer  in 
order  to  stop  speeches  of  hatred  and  inciting  violen-
ce8A financial fine of 50,000 dinars was imposed on the 
channel  ,and  a  three-month  suspension  of  the“  Khlik 
Ma’ana ”program for violating human dignity ,incitement 
to  hatred  ,and  a  call  for  exclusion  against  a  group  of 
Tunisians  .The Board’s monitoring unit recorded an in-
terposition with its guest ,Al-Sassah Muhammad Amin 
Al-Qurbi ,known as“ Rekoba ,”in which he accused the 
leftists of“  employment and normalization with the for-
mer regime ,”saying“ :The leftists were just puppets of 
the ruling party that Bin Ali exploited in his war against 
the Islamists  .Mohammad Al-Sharfi is the head of the 
snake  ,and  he  is  the  one  who  called  for  uprooting  the 
Islamists  .”Also  guest  Mohamed  Al-Affas  in  the  show 
“What  did  you  bring  today  with  you  ”demonized  the 
elites or as he said stereotypes demons as he said that 
“demons  of  elites  view  pilgrimage  money  as  wasting 
national money and sacrifice of the feast as wasting an-
imals ,demons of elites consider bringing artists who are 
originally the tyrants ’puppets and shoe lickers ,the red 
percentage of violations, 31.52 percent, out of a total of 38 percent

8- ] The decision and its reasons can be found on the official website of the 

Higher Independent Authority for Audiovisual Media at this link:   http://bit.

ly/2PemBZu
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nights ’drainage ridiculously as a kind of investment in ,and sorry when I say that ,in culture.”...  
The host did not intervene and carry out his obligation to address such letters on the basis of 
the provisions of chapter 24 of the conditions book for the acquisition of allowing broadcasting 
and the exploitation of a private television channel ,which states in point II and III that“ :The 
license holder is obliged to ensure that no reason is given for exclusion ,marginalization and 
imminence and to prevent indecent and insulting persons ,whether by journalists working in 
the media organization or by guests of programs broadcasted by the institution ,whether re-
corded or directly broadcasted on air ,and that journalists are qualified to take responsibility 
for dealing with such abuses9 ”.

Let’s just look back at the report of the Ethics Observatory on written and electronic 
press  entitled“  Media  engagement  with  Terrorism ,hate  speech and Armed conflict: 
December  -  2015 May  ”2016 to  stop  breaches  in  newspapers  and  websites   .The 
importance  of  this  report  ,the  latest  report  by  the  Ethics  Monitor  ,is  that  no  further 
synthesis reports have yet been published after it ,on 19 media outlets ranging from 
written to electronic  .What is important to us in the context of hate speech is the na-
ture of the breaches ,the insults and humiliation ,as reported in the report ,the highest 
percentage was for hate speech )24.28%( and stigmatization )18.48%( followed by dis-
crimination ,)11.59%( and the rest were distributed differently according to the nature 
of the breaches( excommunication ,call for murder ,hateful symptoms ,etc ).The report 
confirmed that although these rates are small ,they are not free from the seriousness 
of their impact on the target  .Opinion articles( analyzes and columns )were linked to 
hate speech ,with the Observatory reporting ,)46.01%( 127 followed by news reporting 
 ,)28.25%(  78then  the  headlines  with  9  ,)15.94%(  44  photo-error  ,)3.26%(  and  fewer 
other forms of journalism violations  .In hate speech ,the most important subjects of 
politics ,terrorism and religion were overshadowed and described by being evil and in-
fidels that should be excluded  .This frequency has created a series of common terms 
such as :Nude / Shame Media / Excisionist / Extremist Left / Coupist / Conspirator/  
Masonic Infidel / Shiite / Atheist / ISIS / Without Honor / Media Parameters / Political 
Parameters / Tyrant / Apostates / Enemies of Islamic Identity  .One of the most dan-
gerous words the report spotted in opinion articles called a person“ Jew ”and“ men-
tally disabled ,”along with the description of liberation as“ prostitution ”and“ legalized 
enslavement ”,which entrenches negative public perceptions that may lead to murder, 
moral or material retaliation  .In these terms ,which fuel the“ outcast ”model ,we note 
9- Among the decisions of the Board of the Independent Supreme Commission for Audiovisual Communication in Responding 

to the Hate Speech, the decision to suspend the “Hadith Rijal” program on the private radio channel “Najma FM” for two weeks, 

given what was included in one of the program’s episodes broadcast on November 18, 2018, From incitement to hatred and 

discriminatory speech on a regional basis, as the program intentionally broadcasted citizens’ opinions regarding the controversy 

surrounding an advertising banner for one of the telecom operators in relation to the victory of the Tunisian sports club Esperance 

in the African Champions League, which contained a speech urging violence, hatred and discrimination such as “ a For the coastal 

star above all and Sousse above all. “ The broadcast of such discriminatory and inflammatory speeches constitutes a violation 

of the provisions of Chapter 15 of the Terms of Conditions relating to obtaining a license to create and exploit a private radio 

channel, which states that the owner of the license  must commit to not inciting violence and hatred, and it is also in violation of 

the requirements of Chapter 24 of the same Terms of Conditions, which states That the license holder or owner is obliged not to 

broadcast any speech inciting discrimination, hatred or violence, in particular on racial, ethnic, moral, religious, sexual, regional, or 

opinion grounds.

https://snjt-obs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/%25D8%25AA%25D9%2582%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25B1-%25D9%2585%25D8%25B1%25D8%25B5%25D8%25AF-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2594%25D8%25AE%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25D9%2582%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2585%25D9%2587%25D9%2586%25D8%25A9.pdf
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that it is about asking the body and individual freedoms  .We will therefore focus more 
on hate speech directed against women ,sexual and gender minorities as they repre-
sent the weakest link in the systematic war of persecution.  

Hate speech against women ,sexual and gender minorities 

The body in modern social systems has become the“ main area of political and social activ-
ity ,10”and the term“ physical society ,”developed by the English sociologist Brian Turner ,has 
been used to express the heightened interest in the question of the body ,which is central to 
understanding self-identity and social structures  .Our bodies are“ an entity in need ,a project 
that must be worked on and completed as part of an individual’s self-identity 11”that always 
clashes with stigmatization and disinfection speeches  .The media have contributed to per-
petuating stereotypes about the bodies of women and the bodies of various gender advocates 
who are being described as not straight .We find that they accuse women ,sexual and gender 
minorities ,through television or radio programs based on sarcasm ,shaming and clichés  .The 
TV makes stars painted in a fake Shine  .Once they appear on large screens ,they become 
opinion leaders  .A small ,culturally empty pyramid can cast its role in everything ,influence re-
cipients ,reshape their attitudes ,or solidify their convictions based on moral judgments  .Most 
sketches in programs on the private channels celebrate the mizoginizm and are characterized 
with violence  .Women are always portrayed as jealous ,naive ,weak ,proficient only in ”deco-
ration of their bodies ,12”while men aret smart ,powerful ,and decent .As for homosexuals and 
people with different sexual orientation ,they have one image :A beard man and a dense 
hair at the chest ,swaying ,shaking his waist ,screaming ,wearing a veal ,constantly mov-
ing and shaking his eyebrows ,moving his hands as if he is dancing ,and speaking with a 
plastic sound  .As we have already pointed out ,hate speech does not only mean calling for 
murder and incitement to violence ,but also includes grudging and stigmatization ,so such 
laughing knives in the wider public are pumps for hatred and ostracism  .If we typed the 
word“ perfect ”on Al-sada site search engine and we read the titles ,it would be enough 
to understand that the articles are inciting and non-subjective  .The headlines alone repeat 
the same words as“ the servants of demons“ ,”moral corruption“ ,”impotence“ ,”and the 
people of falsehood ”,“ homos  .”In looking at the content of the articles ,we find them 
based on non-rational arguments and illogical inferences ;all of them take the same sen-
tences and phrases in an evocative manner ,such as“ part of the people who are adamant 
of God’s law who wants to embrace the moral abnormality ”or“ the measure of citizen-
ship ,belonging and loyalty of the invalid people is to commit to their corrupt approach.”  
These“ disgraceful ”qualities promoted by these sites isolate and stifling people of differ-
ent  sexual  orientation  from society   .One  of  England’s  most  distinguished  sociologists 
interested in questioning the body ,Chris Schlang ,considers that someone with a stigma 
“faces problems in social interaction with“ ordinary people ”and that may have devastat-
ing consequences for self-identity  .If a stigmatized  person tries to become“ normal ”,he 
risks discovering a conflict between a virtual social identity and a realistic social identity, 

10- Kars, Challenge, The Body and Social Theory, translated by Mona Al-Bahr and Najeeb Al-Hassadi, Dar Kalima and Dar Al-Ain 

Publishing, Abu Dhabi, Cairo, 2009, p. 20

11- Ibid, p.24

12- The phrase for Chris Challenge in his book “The Body and Social Theory” mentioned earlier, and he used it to talk about 

the media that perpetuates stereotypes of women and considers that they decorate their bodies in an inert way through makeup, 

clothing and jewelry, while men care about their muscles and strengthening their bodies
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which  can  corrupt  his  social  identity  and  isolate  him 
from society and himself so that he becomes alone as a 
convicted person facing a world he wants  ”.How can 
women and sexual and gender minorities recover their 
bodies  ,loaded  with  unbearable  burdens  and  weight, 
from  the  dominance  of  media  ,which  has  a  profound 
impact on these bodies by promoting hate speech  .The 
de facto denunciations are not sufficient to change reali-
ty and to counter the systematic incitement against“ un-
touchables  ”on  the  basis  of  their  race  ,religion  ,class, 
sex or sexual orientation  .In this context ,the decision 
of Haica on 28 March 2019 is a qualitative one on the 
subject of individual freedoms  .13The Board decided to 
give a financial finr to the9“ th ”channel of 50 thousand 
dinars ,suspend the“ MAG ”9 program for a month and 
consider the non-return of the channel( i.e .a repetition 
of  the  crime  .)In  view  of  the  violations  of  the9  th  of 
March 2019 seminar  ,the introduction of  the program 
sought  questions  concerning  issues  of  particular  con-
cern  to  the  private  life  of  its  guest  ,Muna  Al-Gharbi, 
in a undignified manner and without regard to her psy-
chological condition ,and deliberately issued a series of 
moral judgments on her form and manner of being ad-
dressed by saying“ :Your form is strange ,and you view 
yourself as a man ,and this is unacceptable in our soci-
ety  .A woman pursuing men’s shape and type is forbid-
den“  .I think people before they know we have to know 
the secret behind your form ,have you been sexually as-
saulted when you were a child  ”?These statements ,as 
provided for ,may lead to discrimination or stigmatiza-
tion ,as well as what the duty of the press profession’s 
ethics  impose  which  is  to  respect  the  private  lives  of 
guests   .Among other qualitative decisions of HAICA 
is the decision to suspend the“ with Alaa ”program on 
the“ Tunisian Al-Hiwar TV ”channel for two months.  
This decision came in response to a petition issued by 
a  group  of  citizens  ,in  which  more  than  1500  people 
signed ,against the normalization of program host Alaa 
Al-Shabi for his violence against women and reducing 
its  danger  .The young woman was laughed at  on the 
 22March  2019  episode  for  being  sexual  harassed  by 
her father ,Alaa al-Shabi ,who tried to defend him and 
consider  his  egregious  sexual  acts  as  not  harassment.  
The  organization  considered  that  the  statement  men-
tioned in the program episode ,which belies the danger 
of sexual harassment on one hand and justify violence 

13- Ibid., P. 12 2
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against women on the other ,contradicts with the requirements of chapter 46 of the Tunisian 
Republic constitution ,dated 27 January ,2014 which emphasizes the necessity of the state’s 
commitment to protect the acquired rights of women and to work towards its supporting and 
development and to take measures to eliminate violence against women  .It also runs counter 
to the requirements of Chapter ,11 paragraph ,02 of the Organic Law No 58 .of 2017 of11  
August ,2017 on the elimination of violence against women ,which states“ :The public and 
private media are sensitizing  the risks of violence against  women and ways to combat and 
prevent it  .It seeks to form media workers to deal with violence against women in respect of 
ethics ,human rights and equality ,and prevents publicity and the broadcast of media material 
containing stereotypes ,scenes ,statements or actions that offend the image of women ,or that 
are devoted to violence against  women or those who are under the risk of violence This is 
done by all means and media  .The audio-audiovisual liaison body shall take measures and 
penalties as required by law to address the abuses set forth in the preceding paragraph of this 
chapter14  ”.

Conclusion 

These decisions ,despite  their  importance ,seem inadequate to address 
the escalating hate speech in our country ,especially after the publication in 
June 2018 of the individual Liberties and Equality Committee report ,which 
has mobilized many media to fight and propagate false ideas and its con-
tents  .If we were to be reassured for the intervention of HAICA with audio 
media  and  we  became  “patient  people  ,“what  about  electronic  and  paper 
media  ?Reports from civil society organizations are only to draw attention 
and point to breaches with a confident finger ,but they do not have the power 
to intervene and deter  .What about cybercrime too ,we are currently stuck 
in a web of violence and hate without having a law that punishes those who 
incite it  .The Electronic Crime Bill remained on the shelf without enacting, 
and even the only version published by the 2015 Nawah site did not refer 
either to hate speech  .We need a law that addresses such speeches ,but we 
also need to understand the boundaries between hate speech and freedom 
of expression ,as hate speech can be used as an argument for restraint and 
repression or to place a certain category of people above criticism and ac-
countability  .This is already the case with anti-Semitism laws that are used 
to criminalize critics of the Zionist entity  .Working to combat hate speech 
in the media should not be confined to laws and procedures ,but should 
go much further ,how can we talk  about media that respects freedoms 
14- On June 28, 2019, the Council of the Independent Supreme Commission for Audiovisual Communication decided to shed a 

50,000-dinar financial fine on the Tunisian Hiwar channel, with a value of 50,000 dinars, without re-broadcasting on the portion of 

the offense that was part of the «Sami Al-Fihri Idea» program that aired on March 30. 2019, and pulling it from the official website 

of the channel and from all its social media channels, due to the violation of human dignity and private life that was included in 

the episode in order to settle personal differences. Sami al-Fihri, presenter of the program, and Ziyad al-Makki, presenter of the 

«Stagyar» paragraph, directed sarcastic questions to the episode›s singer Ayman Lasek, who had a special relationship with the artist 

Aisha Atieh, such as «Is it true that you tried to kiss her but you collided with her seductive forehead, and you were wounded and 

had to perform surgical sutures?» Or, «What did you like the most about her character or her big forehead, as if she was covering 

her character
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and think a little bit before passing news and events when we are talking 
about media that make  false concepts and do not know  what the edi-
torial  meeting  means  ,and  we  are  talking  about  journalists  who  suffer 
because of  their  material  circumstances  ,and we are  talking  about  the 
time of the” imposters “and” clowns  .“The media feed from the mines of 
hatred toward the other.  

We  are  in  case  of  an  eternal  war  against  this  other  one  ;we  carry  a 
distorted  images  of  this  other  who  is  a  project  that  might  be  of  being 
subject to stereotyping and hate speech .This way of thinking is nothing 
but the consequence of an authoritarian regime that has huge arms and 
machines that want to create similar copies that run like flocks ,eat and 
think ,talk ,sit ,and dream in the same way.
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Discussing media’s 
negative diversity 
structure in Libya
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In light of many human rights and legal violations committed ,ideological and 
military  rivalry  are  worsening  between parties  to  the  current  conflict  ,and just 
as gaps ruling this country are widening two sectors are quickly emerging ,one is 
full of tribal ,political and financial conflicts and the other is expected to lead the 
country into even a worse scene.

Usually and naturally ,media’s work during an ongoing violent crisis is contrib-
uting to this kind of conflicts and more effective than affected ,as media outlets 
play  an important  role  in  directing  this  war  towards  one of  those two sectors: 
the first is a positive one that pushes towards stability ,ballot boxes ,a peaceful 
transitional stage through elections ,establishing a unified legislative parliament 
and promulgating a constitution that all Libyans agree upon ,the other negative 
sector is the one pushes towards security vacuum  ,political apprehension ,social 
collapse and cycles of endless wars like the ones the country has been witnessing 
after nine years of revolution.

And  both  sectors  are  controlled  by  media  governance  which  is  consisted  of 
traditional media tools or social media websites which recently is having a great 
clear dominance.

We can  divide  the  Libyan  media  according  to  time  criterion  into  three  main 
stages:

The first stage :which is the stage prior to entering to the democratic transition 
in  2011  when  all  media  outlets  where 
connected  to  one  general  governmen-
tal outlet ,which is a type of media with 
one-sided  prevailing  role  for  the  corre-
spondent with no role for the receiving 
audience in creating the content or the 
provided  material  ,this  unilateral  type 
of  media  is  characterized  by  the  lack 
of   critical  talk  shows  satirical  political 
sketches ,or even providing content that 
contradicts  with  the  media  policy  that 
is previously planned by the totalitarian 
regime  which  considered  the  media  to 
be  a  tool  that  it  administrates  and  to-
tally control and no one has the right to 
rebel or criticize that course.

After Gaddafi seized power through a 
military coup in ,1969 the media’s con-
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tent became politicized to a great extent to support the newly established regime. 

However ,despite the emergence of more politicized political content ,this con-
tent was subject to the State’s control as stipulated in Gaddafi’s Green Book on 
Political Philosophy( published in .)1975 This control was achieved through link-
ing  all  public  institutions  including  media  outlets  to“  People’s  Committees  ,”as 
according to the Green Book ,media is the only means of conveying the current 
situation inside or outside the country ,it was the only voice in the country and 
all its mission was to broadcast what they are ordered to ,and thus it became a 
promoter of specific ideas and news that contribute to increasing the closure of 
society from the existing reality at this time ,Media was just controlled by author-
ity under the justification of reforming it .And under totalitarian governments as 
Gaddafi’s  ,there were no laws or  legislation  specific  for  media  even those that 
legally  restrict  freedom  of  expression  and  punish  for  cases  of  defamation  ,dis-
crimination or spreading hatred speech ,as all related laws bind journalists to just 
follow orders and be subject to de facto policy.

Likewise ,Libyan law did not stipulate on the right or freedom of practicing jour-
nalism as all  decision makers  in  Libya used to avoid addressing individual  free-
dom ,professional or intellectual freedoms ,as this is considered the most deadly 
red line that they are not supposed to cross.

During the1970 s and the until the mid-eighties many restrictions were imposed 
on the media due to the economic collapse and reducing the budget allocated to 
supporting the public media ,and the local political news became headlines and 
formed most of the media content at the time ,and no voice should prevail over 
unilateral dictatorial government ,despite Gaddafi’s quotation which was includ-
ed in the Green Book( the press or the media is the means of expression of society 
as a whole and not a means of expression for  any natural or legal person and so 
logically and democratically ,you cannot own either of them( )Gaddafi - 1984 p. 
.)68

These restrictions  continued  until  the early nineties  because of the sanctions 
imposed on Libya as a result for the Lockerbie plane incident( Pan Am Flight/103  
Lockerbie bombing )which resulted in a ban on Libya from importing paper and 
modern  technological  means  to  keep  pace  with  Arab  and  international  media, 
and this has increased Libya’s isolation within a closed frame.

The use of hate speech by the Libyan media until  the nineties  was used as a 
speech directed to governments of enemies and unfriendly foreign countries as 
Great Britain and the United States describing them with defaming insulting char-
acteristics and calling them imperialists and spies and thus ,the focus of any TV or 
radio content presented in that period ,and there were also executions and death 
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The first phase

The Second stage

The Third Stage

19
69

20
11

After 
Gaddafi’s 
coup to seize 
power

Revolution 
events

During the 
1970s and 
the until the 
mid-eighties

The media’s content became 
politicized to a great extent to 
support the newly established 
regime, as the (Al-Jamahirya) 
was the only media outlet 
to and the only means of 
conveying the current situation 
inside or outside the country, 
it was the only voice in the 
country and all its mission was 
to broadcast what they are or-
dered to, and thus it became a 
promoter of specific ideas and 
news that contribute to increa-
sing the closure of society from 
the existing reality at this time

Many restrictions 
were imposed on 
the media due to the 
economic collapse 
and reducing the 
budget allocated 
to supporting the 
public media, and the 
local political news 
became headlines 
and formed most of 
the media content at 
the time

Many private channels emerged 
during and after the revolution, 
some them emerged in Benghazi 
with licenses that were easily and 
smoothly provided by the transi-
tional council at that time - as they 
did not set specific standards that 
govern The tasks and mechanism of 
action of these channels- and other 
private channels that were directly 
supported by certain countries that 
had a role in overthrowing the rule 
of Gaddafi and ending his term of 
presidency also were launched, 
these channels to misleading the 
audience about general contexts 
through broadcasting false or exag-
gerated content and sometimes a 
counter-speech that lacks scientific 
or news value

It is the stage in which the parties 
to media struggle changed from 
multiple minor forms to clear major 
poles, which made the media playing 
a clearer role with clearer identities 
without hiding themselves behind 
complicated titles, and thus not only 
did their speeches target certain 
politicians and governments but also 
it became platforms for supporting 
warlords and armed formations to 
invade specific cities and regions

 This
 stage was

 characterized by a direct
 hate speech that contributed

 to promoting tribal and regional
 differences between many Libyan cities.
 And between and those who support the
 revolution and those who oppose it hate
 speech and description emerged which

 represented the first social rift for the post
 revolution period as many hatred terms

 was broadcasted through these
 channels such as: parasites,

 rats, slaves, returnees,
conspirators, etc

 This
 forced many to

choose a counter-
 speech that guarantees
 them a social presence

 and use it as a media
 tool to confront being

excluded

20
14

 On
 one hand,

 these platforms had
 foreign sources that were

 continuingly providing them
 with funds as they are clearly

 supporting certain
parties to the war

They 
were also 

supported by a good 
size of fan base as they 
represent their opinions 

and point of views.
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20
06The early 

nineties 

These restrictions 
continued because of 
the sanctions imposed 
on Libya as a result for 
the Lockerbie plane 
incident (Pan Am Flight 
103/ Lockerbie bombing) 
which resulted in a ban 
on Libya from impor-
ting paper and modern 
technological means 
to keep pace with Arab 
and international media, 
and this has increased 
Libya’s isolation within a 
closed frame.

Saif al-Islam established two news-
papers, “Oea” and “Qurina”, which were 
affiliated with “Al-Ghad Media Group” 
as well as “Al-Libiya Channel” due to 
the international criticism of his father’s 
arbitrary policy towards freedom of ex-
pression and the press, and so he made 
this alleged reform initiative, which was 
a great opportunity for new journalists 
to engage in journalistic work and 
benefit from limiting the journalistic 
censorship and monitoring which was 
limited to prohibiting criticizing Gaddafi 
only, but unfortunately, overall the style 
of these newspapers were not very 
different from the previous ones in 
terms of lack of objectivity and politici-
zation of media material.

Escalated 
events

The newly created Libyan 
channels became the 
only existing commodity 
presented to its viewers 
or its pioneers

 The first launch of the “Libya Al-Hurra» channel
 that was presented as a gift to the Libyan people

 by the State of Qatar motivated by stimulating
 democratic transformation in the region and

 which first provided content that supports the
 revolution in its early beginnings an then later
 its provided content kept changing according

 to changes in its administrations and change in
goals from one period to another

 It
 contributed

 to the formation of
 interest groups with Islamic

 affiliations, such as the Muslim
 Brotherhood whether as

 parties, individuals, or
associations

 The
 aggressive

 atmosphere caused by
 media during what Libyans

 know as (Airport War year) was
 expanding and reached many news

 and program correspondents  even up
 till today as it has become the primary

 criterion from which they begin to
 denounce or oppose a city, a

class or certain personsThis 
phase 

represented a crucial 
stage in pushing towards 
a civil war that have been 
going on for years and is 

expected to continue 
beyond that

Most of the divisions 
on the ground are an 
extension of the ini-
tial media divisions 
that acts impartially 
according to the 
sources of their fi-
nancing and funding 
the entity or region 
from which they were 
broadcast, and the 
political current that 
they advocate
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sentences broadcasted on T.V .for what the government called as stray dogs and 
these facts confirm that this period is the most violent and hatred inciting period in 
the history of the Libyan media.

But  at  the  start  of  the  twenty-first  century  -  Saif  al-Islam  established  in2006   
two  newspapers“  ,Oea  ”and“  Qurina  ,”which  were  affiliated  with“  Al-Ghad  Me-
dia Group ”as well as“ Al-Libiya Channel ”due to the international criticism of his 
father’s arbitrary policy towards freedom of expression and the press ,and so he 
made this  alleged reform initiative  ,which was a great opportunity for new jour-
nalists to engage in journalistic work and benefit from limiting the journalistic cen-
sorship and monitoring which was limited to prohibiting  criticizing  Gaddafi  only, 
but unfortunately ,overall  the style of  these newspapers were not very different 
from the previous ones in terms of lack of objectivity  and politicization  of media 
material.

As for the second stage :which is the stage of the 2011 revolution events ,and 
this was a major turning point in the history of Libya and the Libyan media as many 
private channels emerged during and after the revolution ,some them emerged in 
Benghazi with licenses that were easily and smoothly provided by the transitional 
council at that time - as they did not set specific standards that govern The tasks 
and mechanism of action of these channels -and other private channels that were 
directly supported by certain Arab countries that had a role in overthrowing the 
rule of Gaddafi and ending his term of presidency also were launched.

Among  these  countries  are  Qatar  ,the  United  Arab  Emirates  ,and  Turkey  ,and 
these channels  contributed to the promotion  of  certain revolutionary  ideas that 
led to misleading the audience about general contexts through broadcasting false 
or  exaggerated  content  and  sometimes  a  counter-speech  that  lacks  scientific  or 
news value ,such as defaming famous political characters or public figures and set-
ting specific grounds that falsify the existing reality ,contradicts with real news and 
other unprofessional media practices.

This  stage  was  characterized  by  a  direct  hate  speech  that  contributed  to  pro-
moting  tribal and regional differences  between many Libyan cities  .And between 
and those who support the revolution and those who oppose it hate speech and 
description emerged which represented the first social rift for the post revolution 
period  as  many  hatred  terms  was  broadcasted  through  these  channels  such  as: 
parasites ,rats ,slaves ,returnees ,conspirators ,etc.

This type of speech was the first stone in dividing Libyans and categorizing and 
describing them according to their political  and social  affiliations  and this forced 
many to choose a counter-speech that guarantees them a social presence and use 
it as a media tool to confront excluding them.
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The tone of the newly opened private channels at that time made the audience 
unable to comprehend the correct description of media professionalism that had 
been absent for decades and was tough to identify while ending years of Gaddafi’s 
tyrant rule,

Consequently ,these channels were the only way to transfer and exchange infor-
mation and news for audience willing to hear ,regardless of whether or not it was 
valid information.

When events started to advance quickly ,the newly created Libyan channels be-
came the only existing commodity presented to its viewers or its pioneers - through 
the  first  launch  of  the“  Free  Libya  ”channel  that  was  presented  as  a  gift  to  the 
Libyan people by the State of Qatar motivated by stimulating democratic transfor-
mation in the region and which first provided content that supports the revolution 
in its early beginnings an then later its provided content kept changing according 
to changes in its administrations and change in goals from one period to another, 
which contributed to the formation  of stakeholders with Islamic affiliations  ,such 
as the Muslim Brotherhood whether as parties ,individuals ,or associations ,as well 
as some channels that were broadcasted from other countries which contained all 
kinds of hate speech ,hostile rhetoric ,and the language of skepticism in others and 
allowed themselves to attract dozens of media voices that contributed to worsen-
ing the situation and cause the required propaganda.

As for the third stage ,which came after ,2014 it is the stage in which the parties 
to media struggle changed from multiple minor forms to clear major poles ,which 
made the media playing a clearer role with clearer identities without hiding them-
selves behind complicated titles ,and thus not only did their speeches target certain 
politicians and governments but also it became platforms for supporting warlords 
and armed formations  to invade specific  cities  and regions - where their rhetoric 
became more intense and inciting  ,and these platforms  had foreign sources that 
were continuingly providing them with funds  as they are clearly supporting certain 
parties to the war and their stances were also supported by a good size of  fan base 
as they represent their opinions and point of views.

What characterized this period is the speed and diversity of hate speech which 
included false news coverage and news bars full of textual and informative fallacies, 
in addition to dealing with some topics n a temporary and timeless manner without 
making reviews or montages for these pre-prepared articles ,but rather Conversely, 
most of the channels were trying to show the worst of their media weapons in that 
period to prove only the righteousness of the party they were supporting and this 
is what made that year a crucial stage in pushing towards a civil war that have been 
going on for years and is  expected to continue beyond that
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The aggressive atmosphere caused by media during what Libyans know as( Air-
port War year )is expanding to many news and program correspondents till today 
as it has become the primary criterion from which they begin to denounce or op-
pose a city ,a class or certain persons.

Throughout these years and stages ,the Libyan media was characterized by taking 
forms and using tools at are the most dangerous in the region in terms of adopting 
verbal violence incitement to killing ,invasion ,and wars between conflicting  par-
ties in addition to the offensive language that contributed to delaying the peaceful 
transfer of power between governments and leadership positions in the country.

Although everyone realizes the seriousness of this type of discourse on the po-
litical process and economic conditions in general ,these media outlets are getting 
increasing popularity and multiple sources of funding every day ,it is even gaining 
more multiplicity and getting renewed such as Channel ,218 which has taken upon 
itself  a journalistic  mission through devoting  a channel to this matter  ,which de-
rives most of its  news from the pages of social  networking sites that sometimes 
lack the source and credibility.

However ,the channel’s attempts to access information or news are often quick 
and urgent ,but it lacks the importance or the correct timing .As for channels such 
as Al-Hadath ,which support the militarization  of the state without paying atten-
tion to Libyan’s aspirations to achieve their democracy ,for which they have fought 
for all these years ,the channel attempt ,through their inciting discourse to silence 
voices and criticizing opinions that support other opposing parties ,as participants 
in some episodes  were watched many times being oppressed and prevented from 
talking openly and frankly and that made the channel’s tendencies clear  to many 
media observers and followers.

Despite the repeated cases of hate speech and inciting  discourse and defama-
tion cases in general ,no laws or decisions have been enacted to limit this matter 
by ministries competent authorities - and if this happens ,it shall end this dilemma 
which might push towards other wars and others that would have not occurred if 
a real material deterrent or certain punishment existed to reduce this poisonous 
speech

Finally ,most of the divisions on the ground are an extension of the initial media 
divisions that acts impartially according to the sources of their financing and fund-
ing the entity or region from which they were broadcast ,and the political current 
that they advocate whether it was liberal ,Islamic ,or otherwise .The steps for po-
litical ,economic ,and social reform are related to the discontinuation and seizing 
of these entities as preventing this poison would end enraging these organizations 
and armed political battalions.
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مركز دعم التحول الديمقراطية وحقوق االنسان «دعم«

مؤسسة شبه اقليمية غير حكومية مستقلة تأسست عام 2015, تهدف إلى خلق مناخ مالئم 
للتقدم بالبناء الديمقراطي المستند إلى مبادئ حقوق االنسان في تكاملها وشموليتها, وتسعى 
والمساواة  المدنية  أسس  على  وتشاركية  ديمقراطية  مؤسسات  مسارات  وتعزيز  دعم  إلى 
والتنمية المستديمة, وذلك من خالل تنمية القدرات ودعم الجهود الرامية إلى إصالح السياسيات 
انتاج  في  واالسهام  االنسان  حقوق  على  المرتكزة  الديمقراطية  ميادئ  يالئم  بما  والتشريعات 

معرفة حول واقع ومسارات التحول الديمقراطي  في البلدان المعنية,

المدني  المجتمع  وهيئات  مظمات  من  المعنية  األطراف  مع  بالتعاون  المؤسسة  وتعمل 
المحلية واالقليمية والدولية, والجهات الحكومية والقوى السياسية وناشطين المجتمع المدني.

DEMOCRATIC TRANSITION AND HUMAIN RIGHTS 
SUPPORT CENTER «DAAM»

A Sun-regional independent non-governmental organization founded in 2015 that 
aims to create favorable climate to the progress of the democratic structure based on 
the principles of the humain rights in its interogations and comprehensiveness.

DAAM seek to support and promote paths and sustainbles development ground via 
capacity development and supporting efforts designed to reform policies and legisla-
tion.

This would helpfitting the principles of democracy based on humain ritghs and contri-
buting of knowledge production about the reality and the paths of democratic transi-
tion in the related countries. DAAM works in cooperation with relvant stakeholders from 
the civil society organisations and bodies locally, regionally, and internationally, including 
gouvernmental bodies, political forces and civil society activists.

مركز دعم التحول الديمقراطي وحقوق االنسان
Democratic Transition and Humain Rights Support Center

هذا العمل بدعم من الصندوق االوروبي للديمقراطية واآلراء الواردة 
في هذا المحتوى ال تعبر بالضرورة عن الجهة الداعمة
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Flood of Dignity or Flood of Indignity? A Brief on the latest developments 

and updates of Libya’s situation

Preventative detention in Egypt, A procedure or a punishment?

Integrating the culture of Human Rights and gender in the political field

The development of Policies and Legislation on Human Rights and 

Democratic Transition in Egypt, Tunisia and Libya

Integrating the principles of human rights and gender equality into the 

programs and policies of political parties in Tunisia and Libya

Constitution and Human Rights in the Countries of the Arab Revolutions: 

Tunisia, Egypt and Libya as a Model

The independence of the judiciary in Egypt.. An endless history of clash 

with the executive authority

Recommendations of Democratic Transition Forum

Egypt: Signs of a targeted revolution, popular vigilance or organ conflict?

DAAM’s periodical N°04 on Irregular migration

Eastern Libya: Civilian State Caught in the Crossfire of Militarization and 

Extremism

The right of access to information in Egypt, Libya and Tunisia

DAAM periodical N°5: Transitional justice in Tunisia and Libya.. Current 

paths results, its role in establishing national reconcilliation and guarantees 

of non-repetition

Egypt: National Security Prosecution’s ten deadly sins

Democratic Transition and Human 
RightsSupport Center’s publications
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